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 Ovcationznl by the 


IMPORTUN ITY. 


of the 


Biſhop of =_—_ 


i-Who preſleth & an Anſwer to a _ 
ated by Himſelf, in his ſecond Admo.. 
nition: concerning Joyning in the Pub. 


lick Worſhip Eſtabliſhed by-Law, 


In Anſwer to the Query ; The pondering of 
* ſome weighty Exceptions is firſt Defred-s : 


And then ſuch a Reſolution is given to the 


Query, as the Word of GOD, and thereby 


the ſafety of our Confciences will allow. 


oo 2 Minifter of = Goſp of at-the Deſire of. 


Tome Presbycerian Difſenters, 


| 
| 
= — 


266 16, And ash for theold Paths, an ct =_ 
zs the good Fay, and Walk therein, and WM 


— ſhall find Jeff toy0ur Souls. 
GLASGOW, Printed for the —_ 1696, | J 
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Hou mayſt juſtly expe& ſome account 
of this little Treatiſe, what hath been. 
the Occaſion, and for what End it is 

now Publiſhed : Know therefore that 
the Biſhop of Derry hath been at pains to di- 


M > two Admonitions to the Diſſenters of his 
{| Dioceſs ; of whom We are apart, wherein he 

F] hath taken the trouble of fl: 

F| ticular ſearching into our Manner of Worſhip. 


uſtrious and pat- 


As to his firſt Admonition ſeyeral Replies were 
made, which he hath neyer yet anſwered, as to. 
the moſt material Queſtions under Debate ; 
though many of his Aﬀertions were contradi- 
aed and confuted by plain Scripture and Rea- 
lon, His ſecond Admonition much of it, being 
Repetitions of the firſt,and pure Matters of Fa&, 


3 how often the Presbyterians in bis Dioceſs 1 


have celebrated the. Lords Supper, and where, 
2 | A 2 -... and 
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ſud therefure you onght every one of you to require 
wr Momiſters direlt andl poſitive Reſolmtion in it 8&c. 
| This is the moſt material Paſſage in his Book, 
ad the occafion of the following Diſcourfe 
thereby the Reader will perceive how much. 
e are concerned, and conſtrained to make a_ 
teply ; otherwiſe our Miniſters ſhall be under _ 
he odious impuration of Unfaithfulneſs , and 
if we fhould be filent now when ſo puſhed. 
to a poſitive Anſwer.and Reſolution many would 
[i age i quia tacuiſts that we felert our Cauſe 
dF Silence : ' and whatever be his Deſign whic 
weth this Declaration, and- thereby—a "nt : 
oyery of our Reaſons for - not Joining "ih 
their publick Worſhip z which is Sufpicable 
epnſidering how 'often he hath been our Accu- 
fer; ' yet therein we leaye him to the Great 
Jidge, who judgeth Righteouſly : and ſhal now 
Ws be hath publickly expoſed,/ and giyenus the 
Iſballenge; ſo-ſhall We by the help 'of GOD 
Ivanifeſt to all who ſhall pleaſe 'to confiderthe 
I Resſ0ns convincing and obliging 'Us to ſteadi- 
Jiefs in the Communion whereof we are' Mem. 
hers; Judging our tanner of Worſhip foyy- 
fled on the Word-of GOD, and therefore nel. 
{ther. Wearied nor. Afhtamed of it, As alſs, our 
1 Exceptions againſt that manner of Fol 
| [itged by our Monitor fot our own Vindicati. 
197 A 3 On, 
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Ds, 7 
ON, PS. the Satisfa&tion of thoſe who maj bv 
Prepoſſeſſed, with ſuch an uncharitable Oplak, |, 


on of us; as if we had nothing to ſay foray 
ſelyes, nor any thing to Obje&t but ignoray 
trivial Scruples. But let the impartial Rea 
er after peruſal Jud geifthe Exceptions following |y 
may not rationally determine us to an Averſy , 
tion, and keeping ar diſtance from that manngy |x| 
of Worſhip we except againſt, at leaſt cheſe pay 't 
of | it that are exceptionable, _ | 

_ Tf any ſhall ſay that Debates of this Na 
are now Galoelonible. Anſwer 1, Ir cann 
be expected that any thing appearing in. {4 
defence of Diſſenters, will be at any time © 
ſonable to Some; ſo that their Seaſon would 


never: Yet their expoſing of Us .is never thought ( 
out of Seaſon; But whoever be difpleaſed,5 'i 
the Author of.the Query of all Men hath la þ 
Cauſe to offend; Huwſelf giving the Occalifh | 


je all that is here Debated, 2», If any heal 
of. our Breaches were appearing ( which Vi 


earneſtly Pray for ) it could not be Unſeaſh 1 


w- to diſcoyer the Wounds that need _ 
We think rather . the fight of theſe pain 
Wounds and Grievances ſhould excite all - a 
ert what is in their Power for our Healing 
aid of {ome of the Grecians that when any 
their People were long and dangerouſly di diſeW# 
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; | ling of Conſcience, I 
3. If ſome Maſters of Policy cannot or will 
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p> Cure proving effeual that ſuch Perſons, were 
juken to ſe ome Place where there was greateſt Con- 
w#rſe of People, that all who paſſed by might take 


price of ther Diſeaſe, and m compaſſion ao what 
lad could for their Remedy; And what is here 


yritten 1s neither intended, nor hath of it ſelf 


4 tendency to irritate any : no Ratling, no Re- 


_ \yiling, no fatyrick Inve&ives, ſhall appear; but 


'mher a peaceahle narrative of our VVounds 
jd their Cauſes: all which might be healed by 
relieving us from confeſſcaly unneceſſar Impoſi- 
tons Which we cannot conform to without woun- 


_ tot he perſwaded of its Seaſonableneſs; yetwe 
delre them to be ſo juſt, as to conſider that 
Its now extorted from us: Others have ex- 
poſed us as unfaithfull to one another, and our 
 Hiniſters both by Word and Write Reproach- 


9, for not giving Counſel to their People for 


pyning with the Paroch-Churches : and is it ad. 
feable that we expoſe our ſelyes by Silence ; 


_ 'nd fo perpetuate the Imputation, and harden 


ach as ſeek occafion againſt us > 


If any ſhall ſay that there are plenty of Books 


ready exrant, whereby our Principles and man- 
der of V Vorſhip, are ſufficiently Afﬀerted and 
juſtified ; and our PraQtice in not Joyning with 
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' the Eftabliſht Church vindicated: from Schiff 


| formerly they had : And of all People we kng 


_ ed with Queſtions more proper for ſtudied} 


| are a moſt ignorant People, inſulted over, 
expoled to Contempt : Therefore we thou; 


greater Advantage,by ſomeabler Pen (which 


wy 


and all culpable Separation; Yer let the 8h 
er confider that by the late Confuſion, and Cul 


buſtion in this Countrey ; many of theſe Bog 


bs o 


are deſtroyed, at leaſt in this Part of the Nj 
on, whereby many of the People want that hy 
to-ſtand up for their own Perſwaſion, whi 


Diffenters in this Dioceſs, do moſt need ſul; 
help the weakeſt of them, being often accyg 


vines,. than poor Countrey-People ; and if | 
Anſwers of theſe poor People do not reliſh, 


ſhall haye it publiſhed that the Diſſenters till 


* 

” 
« 

# 


it. neceflary in our Circumſtances, becauſeW 
our Love to the Truth, and to the Weakeſt 
theſe who adhere to it, to afford what Hai 
we could;  Acknowledging that this preli 
Undertaking might have been performed W|C 


[l 


hoped will yet be done) but whatever weak 
appear in this little Tra&tat, ſhall not be imp# (« 
ble to many, but to ſome of thoſe to whom#' | 
Authors Admonition was Dire&ed, and therffh 1 
concerned to exoner their Conſcience, by 8 | 
ing it appear that neither trifling Scryaiſ 
EE ——————_— 
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£5 - BE 
eyiſhneſs, nor petverſe Obſtinacy ; but meer ; 
/ that our Conſciences cannot be ftretched to 
& Lattttide, that others take in the VVorſhip 
fGOD; hath procured the following Reſo- 
ſion, to the Authors Query, Ifirbe difplea- 
7 to. him it's that which we could not preyent 
i bimfelf might have preyented it by permit= 
Wig us to Live in Peace without ſuch Queries : 
Wor he could not but foreſee,onr Anſwer would be 
tnformed to our own Principles, and Pra- 
tice, though we have no Pleaſure in proyock= 
bs him, or any other, being deſirous to. live 
Quiet and Peaceable in the Land giving thanks 
Wt GOD, the Author of all Good, and to his 
WMajeſties Clemency, under whoſe happy Gos« 
Wrrtment, we enjoy Prote&ion; and to whom. 
Incowe moſt entire Acknowledgements of Gra- 
Wtitude ; which we are defirous to teſtifie on all 
Occaſions, and at this prefent are confident that 
Even many are found Guilty of theſe execrable 
F [Conſpiracies to take away his Precious Life, 
E [there ſhall not one of our Principles be ſtained 
 ivith Diſloyalty, bur all in a cheerfull readineſs 
" (for his Majeſties*Preſervation, and Service, 
' | There is one thing more that the Reader 1s 
| |&fired ro Notice, that notwithſtanding the Ex- 
_ (eptions hereafrer mentioned, ſtand in the Way 
four Communion with the Eſtabliſh: Charch; 
- M YE; 


are Go- ily Perſons, and are known to be of 


for the Charches Peace. 


3 


yet we doubt not but many of that Communi 


a Chriſtian-Converſation ; that we could fre 
partake with them in Goſpel-Ordinances, is 
viding we could obtain it without danger of W {& 
ning; nor do we take it on us to Judge the 
for following their own Judgement : only) 
cannot ſee with their Eyes, nor. they with oug 
but muſt wait untill GOD reveal it to them 
are otherwiſe minded : Perſwading our Sel 
that the Sober, and Judicious of another Pe t 
ſion, whom we Loveand Honour in the LOR R 
will not Condemn, but rather approve of 4 
Ingenuity in allowing Azento know the weiſ " 
of theſe Reaſons, that binds Us up from | 
Communion, which otherwiſe we would Col 
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This ingenuous Apology 1s neither for O- 
9 ſtentation nor Irritation, but a necel- 

* fary Vindication of our Practice, 

| unto which we are preſjed. 


AN laying open Our Exceptions,we ſhall begin 
= with that which is the Root of all theſe E- 
clefiaſtick-Impoſitious, whereby. our Con- 
ſciences are Burdened, and our Selves. 
Wruſt our from Communion with Yon, in the 
bblick Worſhip of GOD; Our Miniſters and 
Weir Miniſtry is Rejeted, if they Subſcribe not 
W this Article Cannon 36. 'viz. That the Book of 
J-mmon Prayer and of Ordering of Biſhops, Prieſts 
1d Deacons containeth nothing im it, Contrary to the 
Foraof GOD, and that it may Lawfully ſo be uſed, 
4 that he Himſelf will aſe the Form m the ſaid Book. 
Weſcribed, in publick. Prayer, and eAdmini(tration 
Jthe Sacraments, and none other, np 
JF Here isa plain and ful! Extruſion of all Mini- 
Frs who are not for Biſhops over Presbyters. (for - 
* Canon mentioneth only ſuch Biſhops) or will 
We any other Form in Prayer than the Service. 
Fook, & to this Form of Service the People muſt 
Flo ſabje&, for no other Church-Communion is 
A B 2 allowed 
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allowed them, but where theſe are Conſentedy I 
to: But this our Conſciences being Dire&tedY} | 


the Word of GOD, cannot Comply with, eonfuc: 


plaining of it as a moſt heavy Impoſition, . fb 

And this Juriſdi&ion of Biſhops over Presbfſice 
ters is the Ground of our firſt Exception, and thi | 
becauſe the Office of a Biſhop having Authoriſiit 
oyer other Miniſters of the Goſpel, is not ,foughne 
in the Scriptures, and therefore wanteth Divipe 
Inftitution ; And if ſuch a Biſhops CommiſhonEh 
nat found there, then We are not obliged to (iifiad 
je<& to him as an Officer in the Honſe of G O Ill 
do 
for Prelacy in the Church, than Scriptural-Authim 
rity, are obliged to make it appear 3 And We Wut 
ſire no more, but dire& us to any Scriptures whit | 
this Commiſſion is granted : if this could be df 
ye would not only ſave us a Labour of proving 
Negative, but ſhould alſo find us as comformatl 
in Point of Subje&ion, as any of your own Col 
munion : but after frequent ( and according 
our Meaſure) ſerious reading the Book of GOYd. 
We c.uld neyer yet obſerve a Biſhop ſer owſat 
Presbyters : bit We frequently find that a BiſlÞ 
& Presbyter are one office;as hereafter ſhal appel 
Reaſon x. If Chriſt had inftitured the Ofhiſta 


of a Prelate, or Biſhop over Presbyters, then: 


ſaid Office would be mentioned in fome of thy 


Scriptures which defignedly giveth an accounny 


ti 
= v# 
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ns 


Kl Church-Offcers ; 5 Goſpel-Church,. ||] 
| Burt in none of theſe Seriptures is there any ||} 
nention of a Prelate or Biſhop over Presbyters, 
Therefore Chriſt hath not inſtituted the ſaid Of- 
Wice- 
For the firſt Propofition that if there were In- 
Mitution for ſuch an Officer, he would be menti- 
ned in rheſe Scriptures; tis evident becauſe the 
Wooſtle ſerteth himſelf to ſhew what Offices 
Wbriſt had ſet in his Church, both Extraordinary 
Md Ordinary ; And who dare ſay that the Apoſtle 
led inthe Enumeration, being inſpired by the 
Woly Ghoſt, and how can it be imagined that ſo 
Wninent a Church-Officer making ſo great a Fi- 
Wure in the Church could be omitted > was itnot 
Wt great Importance for the Church of GOD 
Wn ill ſucceeding Generations to know if there 
F:5 One appointed to haye Authority oyer many 
Pther Afiniſters,wirhout whoſe placet they ſhould 
Fcither have Power to Ordain other Aſiniſters, 
For Govern their Flocks? If Chriſt had inſtitur- 
FM ſuch an Officer would he not haye given ſome 
Fitimation of Him ? That other Miniſters might 
Ware known it was their Duty conſcientiouſly to 
Wvcy Him : But we have no where any ſach Inti- 
Wution from Chriſt or any of his Apoſtles, but the 
i antrary as ſhall appear, - 
F And that a Biſhop over Fresbyters is inviſible 
7 any of thele Scriptures, where Church-Officers 
: are. 
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; T Cor, 12. 28. «And GOD hath ſet ſome in ell 
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dy of (thrift. 


PR oO 3 
are purpoſely enumerated the Reader ſhall hayjyc 
them in ready and full yiew. © *hef 


Cmrch, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondary Prophets, thirdlffet 


| Teachers, after that Miracles, then Gifts of Healinhe 


Helps, Governments, Drverſities of Tongues, ei 
Rom, 12, 6. Having then Gifts differing accordnyc! 
fo the Grace that is pruen tous whither Prophecy let '&þ; 


Prophecy according to the proportion of Faith or Amis 


ſtry, let 15 wait on our Mmiſtry, or he that Teachtly, 
lon Teaching, or he that Exhorteth on E xbortation, (hy 
that Groeth let hins do it with Simplicity, he that Rilhe 


eth with Diligence, he that ſheweth Mercy with ( head 
_-* Ephel, 4.11. efndhe gave ſome eApoſiles, at. \ 


ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome i 
ſtors and Teachers, for the perfetting of the Samts, Y 
the Work of the eMunſtry, for the Edifieing of the , 


As for any other Scriptures alledged to favour mu 
Epiſcopal Cauſe, they ſhall be conſidered in thay 
due place : 'But theſe Scriptures now mention 
are the places thatall Church-Officers, do ordiniſ 
rily betake themſelves unto, who are willing Ja 
have their Commiſſion and Title tryed by th 
Word of GOD becauſe by them weare particuly 
ly inſtru&ted ; Who they are whom GOD hath Wh 
in his Church and in what order, as firſt [econ 
7zly &c. now let the Reader demonſtrate a Biſhſ 
OV 


- '* ti 
* 
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| et INS - 
yer Presbyters, by any of theſe Scriptures, and 
-þc ſhall not want reyerence;; let him appear, and 
Sl! us plainly where he fixeth his claim for he will 
Rot for Truth and Modeſties ſake challenge all 
Thele Offices and Gifts to be his, and ſome of them 
$cing now out of his reach and ceaſed ; as e Me 
cles, Gifts of Healing, and Diverſities of Tongues: 
Ss agreed that all theſe may be laid aſide from 
$i Debate as Extraordinary, Some of the Offi- 
& mentioned are 200 /ow for a Biſhop, being the 
weſt Ser of Church Officers, as Deacons under 
Wc Denomination of Helps pgivmg with Simplicuy 
ad ( heerfulneſs : neither will theſebe concerned 
Sthis Debate, Fr i PS 
.\Ve ſhall come then to the Higheſt and Firſt in 
We £011, the eFpoſiles being ſer down firſt;and Bi- 
9s now the Firſt and Higheſt in the Church : 
ze ſome of them fix their Claim, as Succeſſors 
the Apoſtles; and plead it with all earneſtneſs, 
Fat no ſucceſle for lack of Arguments, and the 
Fcight of Arguments againſtit: and that VVebe 
Wt amuſed with big and ambiguous Words not 
nfficerſrood, We crave that Juſtice of thoſe who 
Wantain this Apoſtolick ſucceſſion, to let us know 
that they underſtand by it: if it be that Prelats 
Wthe Goſpel-Chutch have ſucceded to the intire 
Ice of e Apoſtles or 24. if they have fucceded un- 
the Dottrine of the Apoſtles, or 3d. unto ſuch 
W'pel- adminiſtrations, performed by the Apo: 
'N : cies 
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ſtles as were continue in the Goſq 
Church? as Preachmg,adminſtration of Sacrame 
Diſcipline 8&c, of qth. if by Apoſtolick Suc 
font ey underſ tand A poſtolich 1 nſtitwtion ? Tl 
is ſuch as have Commiſſion from Chriſts Apoſt 
to Feed his Flock. ET 2 
| Ifthefirſtoftheſe be affirmed that Biſhopy 
yer Presbyters ſucceed to the Apoſtles intire Off 
Then, [ | 
Firſt we have many moe Apoſtles rhan ef 
Chriſt did Inſtitute, for all Dioceſan Biſhops m, 
be Apoſtles, $: 
2. Then they have all immediat Commiſh 
from Chriſt, as all the Apoſtles had ; , For we nf 
ſee that when one Apoſtle was wanting ,the Det, 
mination who ſhould fill his Room, the immg&þ 
at Deciſion thereof was left to GOD by Lot: 
eAfs 1. When e Mathias was appomted to takefhh 
of the Apoſtleſhip, from which Judas ell by Tra , 
preſſion : This manner of Ele&ion our Biſhops eſo 
not pretend. | + 
3. If Biſhops Succeed to the very Officeo 
Commiſſion of Apoſtles,then they are infallibl&o; 
Dod&rine, and may write Canonick Scriptulſſ 
which their modeſty will not challenge. #@h, 
' 4+ If Biſhops ſucceed the Apoſrles Office of 
ſhall all loſe their Diocefſes, for the Apoſtles 
Ki 
f 


ted Bounds bus the Biſhop is reſtricted by Ly 


IT a 


0/44 OR 
pited Bounds ; for as Dioceſan his Power exten- 
hb no further then the circumſcribed Dioceſs 
Gereof he is Biſhop. 
Nl Secondly, If it be ſaid that Apoftolick Succeſh- 

this by ſucceeding to their DotFrexe; then all Goſs | 
t|-Miniſters haye the ſame claim, for they alſo 
pFeach the ſame DoCrine, feeding the Flock with 

wc ſame ſincere Milk of the Word. So that e- 

&'y faithfull Goſpel-Paſtor preaching ſound Do- 

Irine neither Corrupting, Diminiſhing, nor Ad- 

ng to the Word of GOD, may put in his Claim 

Frthis Kind of Succeſſion ; And that with great 
1 confidence than ſuch as make Additions of do- 
 rinal fignificatiye Ceremonies of their own In- 

VSntion, ” 
nor the 12rd manner of Succeſhon, to theſe Go- 

Fcl- Adminiſtrations which were to continue inthe 

Furch tho? performed by the Apoſtles. Conſider, 
14 Firſt, That all Goſpel-Miniſters partake equal- 

Fof that manner of Succeffion ; As they are Pa- 

Jr: entruſted by Chriſt with the feeding of his 
-cFock : Let the Maintainers of imparity among 
bioſpel-Miniſters ſhew a Difference, or what Mi- 
tu ""g Acts are reſerved to ſome, and denied to 

FSers, 
: if 2. Theſe Goſpel Adminiftrations, now to be 
SErformed by the ordinaryPaſtors of the Church, 
> Ke not their Original Authority from the e-4po- Ii 

ck Office but from Chriſts Commiſſion, and Pre= I 
T C ceprs Þ} 
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Church; This wanner of Succeſſion we acknaf 
can inlſtru& their Office in the Church, to be] 


' Ticle,and therefore ſhall now moſt willingly i 


bi 


($) 
cepts to the Paſtors of his Church, to verfa 
theſe Miniſterial Acts : the Paſter being a diſtig; 
Officer in the Houſe of GOD, dependeth not{ 


the Apoſtolick Office, nor is thare any need forf: 


| Becauſe the. Paſtor hath his Commiſſion diſtich 
_ fromthe Office of an Apoſtle ; though the mat | 


of their Adminiſtrations in ſome things coincig 
yet that maketh not the two diſtin& Offices coif: 
cide: the Paſtors Office being entire by it lelf, f 
the Goſpel Charter, ( 
Fourthly If by Apoſtolick Succeſſion be med 
only eApoſolick Tuſtitution, that is that theſe q 
the apoltles Succefſors, whom the Apoſtles « 
Taſtutute and Appoint to be the Paſtors of t 


ledgetobe moſt firm, and thereſore whoſoe 
Apoftolick Inſtiration havethe true Right : 


Iflnes. for irs Trial, knowing that Biſhops o 
Presbyters were never inſtituted vy the apoſ 
as ſhall hereafter appear, 

Objef. Some Biſhops can draw the line of 
piſcopal Succeſhon, from the Apoſtles days u 1 
this day, 

nſw. Aline of Epiſcopal Succeſſion char i 
the Sacceſhon of Deceſan Biſhops ( for its Biſhl 
of chat new Cat & Model, who are concern'h 
this Debate)ſuch a Line of Succefon,can no 


*. p , 
» 
[| 
"i 
* 
4 
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ofiraw from the Apoſtles Times; The Reaſon is ob- 
igious, becauſe there were no Dioceſles, and there- 
tore no Dioceſan Biſhops,long after the Apoſtles 
YrFimes : For the firſt three Centuries the Church 
as under Heathniſh Perſecutors incapable of a- 
atfly Di-ceſsfor a Biſhop,and therefore Exſeb,com- 
uGonly calleth the Biſhop a Biſhop of a Pariſh, the | 
of hurch knew not what a Dzoceſs was before Cou- || 
fant appeared, and then began to follow the | 
Kode of . he Civil Government, - | 
4 2, Tho' a Line of Succeſſion could be drawn 
- 4 rom the Apoſtles Times, that 1s of Scre tural Bi- | 
\ Ghops, having nogreater Charge then they could | 
t therſonally overſee; Yer as this maketh nothing | 
Wor Dioceſan-Biſhops, ſoit proveth nothing of A= Mt 
thhoſtolick Succeſhon, becauſe a Succeſſion from " 
Fe Apoſtles Times, can never prove a Succeſſion 
Fothe Apoſtolick Office; the one cannot infer the 
)Pther. TH | | 
off Objett, Some Apoſtles came to be Biſhops of 
ti ties,and from thence an Epiſcopal Line of Suc- 
Seſſion is drawn not only from their Tizzes, bur 
Olfifrom thelr Perſons, - 
F «nſw. That Apoſtles were Biſhops of any Ci- 
#5 or Dioceſs is falſe, becauſe rhey were notlimi- } 
ed to any certain place, as 2ll Dioceſan Biſhops _ 
Sre,and therefore it implyes a ContradiQtion,thar 
They were limited, and notlimited : But if any 
tall ſay it will make no ContradiQion, to be limi- 
ad ©, : ted 
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ted in one Reſped&, Ut MES in another RI] 
ſpe& ; thatis the Apoſtles Charge might be linþpo 
ted as they were Biſhops, but unlimited as rh; 
were Apoſtles. Auſiv, This Diſtin&ion leavego 
the Difficulty untouched, and is but a begging fic 
the Queſtion, to ſuppoſe they had any limito 


- Charge as Biſhops, which can never be provþþ 


by Scripture, Reaſon, or Antiquity, For, þ 
2. No Man had Power to reſtri& their Charggi 
whom Chriſt had left free. {nc 
' 3. As ao other Men had Power to alter or mal. 
narrower Limits to the Apoſtolick Charge,ſo gc 
ther had they Power themſelves, to alter thee 


own Commiſſion, by being bound as Paſtors gt 


Biſhops of a particular Charge; For thereby thy: 
ſhould be diſabled to diſcharge the general Coſi 
miſion., of Preaching and Planting Churchſþ 
through the World, if 
| 4- This were a degrading of the Apoſtolic 

Office,ſro reduce 1t to the Office of a Biſhop or IFt 
ſtor, & therefore ignominious to the Apoſtles; b 
fides the confounding of theſe two moſt diſting 


Offices of Apoſtle and Paſtor, by all whichir is ai 


parent that a Biſhop over Presbyters hath no claipu 
ta that Office by Succeſſion to Apoſtles : and tiFj 
maxime holdeth ſure e{poſtolo mn quantum eſt Ape 
l 


Allthe reſt of the Sacred Roll of Church-0 | 


| ficers ſhall be eaſily diſpatched, For, F 


Prop 7 | 


(12 ) | 
M&M Prophets who are twice enrolled next to the A 


zoſtles will ſuſtain no Debate, whether. Prophe- .. I 


Wying be taken more ſtrifly for predi&ing things 
$0 come, or morelargely for opening the Myſte- 
> (ies of Religion, or exponnding the Scriptures z 
tFor in the firſt ſence Biſhops are ſo Modelt as nat 
ve claim it; Though ſome had that extraordina- 
Gift in the Apoſtles times : In the ſecond ſence 
gFimporteth no Authority over other Miniſters, 
Ind therefore can do them no ſervice. 
al The next are £vangelſts, but nothing can de- 
iggend from that Office, for the Office of Biſhops; 
hegecauſe it's agreed on all Hands, that Evange- 
$ Fits were the Apoſtles Adjuvants travelling from 
lace to place on Goſpel-Service, without any fix- 
ofrelidence either in Pariſh or Dioceſs, and there- 
cipre no claim is made to that, for it would deprive 
em of a f:ved Duoceſs, - 
lid As for Teachers fince teaching of it ſelf-imply- 
r PRO no Anthority over other Teachers,it can yeild 


; oÞ Argument for Epiſcopal Authority, whither 
ing theſe Teachers be underſtood ſuch Doors of 


s 4Fivinity, as are ſet a-part for inſtruing and pre- 


tFplaining of Scriptures: neither of them can 
{Fove Authority oyer others, of the ſame Office, 
.Þd therefore is not pleaded. 

As for Pa(tors,we acknowledge theſe to be the 
Fiinary eſtablitaed Miniſters of the Goſpel,unro 


f 


laifring others, for the Miniſterial Calling, or for 


Whom. 


Sat TY at s ” ” . v #4 
» . « - had & *- : O a be 0 i 
” """ _ a - ow i of R —# L; s - Pp | 5 ” , df ”_ «. » > ha OS, » Y J i q o- %, = * $ + 1 
, - 4 = Mn n - : > * % TC FR" . p _ # "PE b1 " "FP" 4 , 4.4 "4 & " 4 —_ ”—_ ; , BD a PT - ad . a2s ad "i £4 "” , Y 
4 ——_— = FF ” 0 by « 4.5 3-* ; Y " a x42 4 Wt » N jp 7 Hp By I j F, c 1 ' | " » R : A 
_ - - - — - a ww — . wa * ras. bo wy = - F La : - > . l [ a p | : : : _ =_ n l _ DS ik SD l 
% == ——— ” 0% 4 7 Jo I wr nm Fc ——__———— CH, ” & 4 CODEN, SN Og% ASA. 25 6 _— — -—5/ gene a. «yy "an 264" SIT ot "1 <* ; p ad Ty Ir nf. mY Rad OS A LEY Ay, % , oo. 2>.. Sc "3 w - 
a BLISS EDDY >» ii nw. Lo: i Es; MS OLE: ang ' "&s K [ 
» . - 2 \ w ; j . - I 4, u5- Wt 1 2496962. Art a. _ BY 9 9. | - ws ow of 
* 2 2 —x ww __ - 9 - : #4 2. ” _ . " = - - — 0 900"y 4 WL PII ens 26 we oe onus OY 1 ent een ” _ _—— % _ - 
- -_ _ * » . _—_ 
I ” — - A ws "x97, $a - _ Pm = _> 7 94 a 
T = — —  —  —— —_ * » — ry 


: 


c— 
"- ww "nn os Lat 8 4 
= —_— - 


_ | - whom the Charge of Feeding the Flock is col 


* 
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( 12.) 


mitted ; and theſe in Scripture are called B:ſb\t 


4 | egy "Jo Presbyters, all of them by the Gol pel. Cha 
.. under one (omiſſion for equal Authority and Poy 


er inthe Ohurch; as hereafter GOD willing ſh# 
plainly appear. _ RC 
As for Governments, and theſe who Rwle; wif 
come inamong the laſt of the Roll, they are 
ſtink Officers in the Church, : being neithg| 
Teachers, nor Paſtors ; but ſuch as Rule as isF. 
vident x Tim, 5, 17. where they are faid tolf 
worthy of double Honour, : ſpecially ſuch as BF 

| bourin Word and Do&rine, here are Elders if} 
Rule who donor teach,and therefore Biſhops cal 
not make this Officer their Claim becauſe a 
ſhop muſt be apt to reach, and if he only Rule, all 
donot'Feach; . Some will be ſure to call hin 
Ruling-Elder, which he is not fond of. 
As for Mmuſtrmng, and Exhortms; they are 
low for a Biſhops Chara&er ; and therefore n(' 
pleaded. ; FE 
By all this Pains taken in ſearching for a F' 
ſhop Superior to Presbyters, the candide Read j 
will perceive, that we do not willfully blindfF' 
qur ſelyes,but are willing to ſearch the Scriptui 
and be determined by them: but in all theſe SF 
ptures where Church-Officers are particulariyF* 
nymerated, there is no ſuch Church-Officer taf* 
found as Biſhop over other Miniſters of the Of 


' 
\ 
- I : ) ; 


- 


$<,cither in expreſsWords,or by any trne Conſe. 


uence from them: and therefore we: cannot 


t&bje& to the ſaid officezas an Inftitution ofChriſt: 


mw. A ſecond Reaſos ſhall be taken from the Words 


# qur Saviour Luke 24, 24. eAndthere was alſo a 


rife among them, which of them ſhould be accounted 
vie Greateſt, and He ſaid untothem the Kmgs of the 
FFentels exerciſe Lordſhip over them, and they that ex- 
hgc/e Amnthority upon them are called Benefattors; but 
is} /-all not be ſo, but he that 35 Greateſt among you, let 


o ve as the Tounger, and he that is Chief as he that. 


th Verve, 


J 


;] The paralel place is «Marth, 20. 25, and by 


abcle Scriptures Chriſt Diſchargeth Prelacy a- 
Bong his Servants, or that one of them ſhould be 
affireater than another ; Therefore We cannot con- 
imiutoit, For clearing of this that Chriſt hath 


Fobibited one of his Miniſters to be Greater than 


ef other. . 

end Conſider firſt that the Apoſtles, tho' generally 
Pay Men, yetby reaſon of remaining Corrup- 
a" did roo much affte&t Preheminence, which 

-2{cd Heat and Strife among them, a Diſeaſe nor 


- 


4fFily cred, 


S@ it by ſhewing it ſhall not be with them,as with 
Iocat Zen of this World, in their exercile of: 


FFcateſt or Chief. 
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tufſ2 Chriſt percetying this proud Debate rebuk- 


caF'dihip and Authority, for none of them ſhall be 


b 
* - - - 
5 2 - ERA OY W 
2 - _ = 4 " 
OCR FONT RI CIT TEATRO UE — PF \ # 


' 
< o# 
yt 3 
= 4 « 
I b " "0 
2 4 "7 
a % n ./ 
y 4 Pu”L; 7AM S Z "_—_— ba >. Ld ae abc, I 738 IRS. 7 BY — > ag EIN —_ —_ ——— l 
T g , 5 Y — . Y l - 44 — __ ME YA m_—_ 4 
"7 a _ TH _ yo e—_—_ Ss : - 
| - On 3. - 2 - JO 2 VI——__ rn Va Chl | 
—_—_ 49. ws - l ENTS MEDNEELL —— — l — —— —_—— 
a _ -— So « - 2 _ g a 


- - .— 
* 
. 
# 
__— — ds ia w 
c ; Ll 
- 


Text, that Chriſt doth only reprove the affeRi 


Text contrary to our Saviours expreſs Word 


erciſe Authority and it ſhall not be fo among yaj 
. mination is forbidden,by theſe Scriptures becal 
| the word here is E£ZvoraGovTes which {ignifieth] | 
 theſame word, ſoalfoit's made uſe of ro ſign 


 Chriſts own Power John 1.7.2. Thou ha#t given Mf 


that is lawfull among others, yer ſhall not be ui 


I 4 ) g 
3. It cannot be Fo without Violence to 


all that is reproved ; for Superiority it ſelf,or'gl 
of them to be Greater than another is diſcharg 
Chriſt's Words are, itſhall not be ſo, the Thing 
ſelf is forbidden, beſides the Love of it, he ſhi 
not be Greateſt whither ke Love itor not; Th 
maketh it evident to be a meer peryerting of if 


of Greatneſs, tho' that be reproyed, yet it is 


when Men ſay that nothing is here diſcharged 


_ the Loveof Greatneſs, for Chriſt doth nor ſay & 
| Kings of the Gentiles Love to exerciſe Authorith 


bur it ſhall not be ſo among you, but they do 


| 4. Nor can it be ſaid that only Tyrannical 


full Authority; and commonly taken in thar ſet 
ſo Matth. s. 9. [ am a e M an unaer e uthorityf 


F 
i 
( 


Power over all Fleſh: ſo that the ſame Auth ot 


ped by any of his Servants, oyer one another. 

5. Whateyer might be the unwarrantablei 
peRations, of Chriſts Diſciples hoping he w$ 
ere&a Temporal Kingdom, and thereby Pl 
of Truſt and Honour might fall to their ſhall: 


8 2 TG, j ts 
MH Atrendatits-; Ya eh Maſter gave them no- 
Wroumnd:ro expe fnch Worldly Honour, ſhewing | 
Fen that His Kingdom was not of this World, and 
gat they might expe to be Hated, Deſpiſed and 
erſecured for bis Names Sake; And therefore 
Fe Inſtructions giver them by theſe Scriptures 
nSncerning ;Sapertority, relaterh ro: rhe /owly - 
| Gate they were, and might expeR for the futnre 
his Servants; And not to a State of Worldly Gran- 
Gr which He did not promife them,nor did rhey * | 
1 Fkerwards Poſſeſs, bur as it was graſped without 
' & Commiſſion, And this is manifeſtly confirm- 
ri by our Sayiours following Words v:rſe 27. but 
) Gam among rowas kethat ſerveth, in which Words 
YA his own Example, as one that ſeryeth among 
'N xm he rebuketh Dominion and Superiority over. . 
caſe another ; This Example tmmediatly follow- 
1s the Prohibition of one of themito be Greater 
ſeſſhan another, is moſt remarkable, that cho' him- 
tyFÞi had abſolute Dominion oyer them as their 
zM0KD,yet-to have this engraven upon the hearts. WM 
; MF all his Seryfts in his Goſpel-Kingdom, that Ml 
We of them ſhould uſurp Authority over ario- 
uſer, he condeſcenderh apon this oyercoming Ex- - 
r. Fiple, of ferving as a per{waſiye againſt their De- 
cFe, whoſtould be Greateſt, _ —- 
© 6. This Superiority being prohibited among 
Pie Apoſtles, who were all of ove Order; The ſame 
periority thereby forbidden all 2finifters of Il 
; 2 D ——— M1 
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the Goſp if who are by Divine Inſtitution of d J 


tation, are under the ſame Prohibition of Supe 
 ority over one another: For it were ignorant Ig 
 pudence to ſay, that the Apoſtles might not uſyſ 
| Authority ayer oneanother, but _—_ or 


that unhappy Plea of Greatneſs among ('urd 


ft! {all Goſpel. Miniſcers have parity of Miniſteriq X 
| J ; Power comniitted to them, and therefore none 


Elders verſe 15. are called Qyerſeers or Biſughh 


—— TR ht 


f 

=— 

a —-& 
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and the Fae Oraer:; And therefore Scriprural-þ | 
ſhops &*Presbyters being of one & the ſame Q&: 
der, and under equal Commiſſion by Divine Ini 


{tors may do it, 1 & 
By. theſe Scriptures then we have our org | 
Law-Givers Determination and VerdiC& paſled$ 


Men, which ſhould end the Diſpute, being a mi f 
ſolide Argument againſi Prelacy in the Goſpfn 
Church, and no reaſon to paſs from it on that w 
uſt Prerence, as it nothing were forbidden, þ 'N 
lave of Greatneſs, the which Opinion contradi 
eth the very wards of the Text. 

 Athird R:aſou why we cannot approve of al al 
ſhops Juriſdiction and Superiority over oth 


Goſpel-Paſcors is, becauſe by the Goſj pel-Chartf, 


ſ | 


i: 
them hayea Right to Juriſdi&ion oyer anothF 


beſides many other Scriptures, this our Aﬀerti 7 
ſhall be proved by eAtts 20, 17, 28, by this Sq d 
prure theſe things are clear, I. 

Firſt, That theſe who are called Presby rers| |: 


" 
: 
£ 
| 
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z 
f, 
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oerſe 28. Take heed + et yourſelves, and to  _ 
ul the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath made 
You Overſeers ; to feedthe (hurch of GOD which He 

1Wheth prrchaſed with bes own Blood, {= © 

ef It hath pleaſed GOD to make this Truth ſo 
I$lain that Biſhops and Presbyters are one, thatit 
Uſhath ſtopr the mouths of the greateſt Gain-ſayers 
Wapiſts and all who are not Antiſcripturiſts, being 
Fonvinced by its undenyable Evidence; it muſt 
rghen be Preſumption to excogitate a Difference 
detween thoſe, whom the Holy Ghoſt hath 
rG&1de one, and ſo'great a Difference that ſome 

QF chem ſhall be ſubordinate ro the Juriſdi&ion of 
Phother, this is to be Wiſe aboye what is pritten, 
hd who ſhould be obliged inthe Matters of God 

© ſubject ro that Wiſdom that cometh not from 
11Shove, | 2 _ 

- 2. By this Scripture it's evident,that the Cam- 
alFiſsion given is to feed the Flock thatis to Lead, 
tuide and Govern the Flock, with Paftoral Pow- 
atfr, for without this Paſroral Authority they could 
rot Diſcharge the Truſt committed to them ; the 
)Falrors part being not only to take care thar the 
flock have good wholſom Food ; But to keep 
rem in Order, to preſerve them from Straying, 
aÞ bring azain that which was driven away,and to. 
*Fek that which was Loſt; For if the Flock be not * | 
rs Ftended, defended from Injuries,and fo ordered 
Sto be kept from Straying, they are as if they 

d | = WE had 
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FA GOD will require his Flock at To Paſtar's hay 
it and yer heis not capable of giving an ACEOunt: 
| bedeprivedof Power to Govern them : We my 
| #{eethis farther confirmed. By that which is wal 


© be 
+ 2 EY 
S4aS% A m—_— W 
. - " 
o 
p —_—_—_—_ —— 
< V : 
. ®* 
. 
= , 
>. —_._ - 
-— 
LI 
© * 


. * o 56 -F 4 
» 6. * + 1 OY : s L 
. bp - 
- of $2 © - 4 { 
$3 263 i MJ . : 
* 
—_ 

_ 

bY 

— Mal ——— —_—_— : 
, EF 
, % 
%. 
Li 
be , , n - 
- - _ Fry * pats 4k, m5; > q 4 a _ - - . 7 —_ . 
nt: bt 4 y b. « D _ - 0 : - > —— G : - x 
6 N E k _ 
: = _ Z " we 266.) + 
: - - —_ ' G - 
+ _ a Mp a 2 in Oreo, he» <f k n ; % 
E — © \4 " , 
5 ; * 
. 


ay —— 4 > Tae# ” 
q 4g; { Mt deb 7 + et . AA 
T_T ET ea 
_—_ __—_ . - = RN 


* + on 
EF) no Shopherd _ we may ſec at rage] 


&R, 34» from verſe 24. to verſe 5b, the People th 
are as if they had no Paſtor, if their Paſtor have 
Power to 7 Aa them, or negle& bis Ofhg 
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g 


ten to the Hebrews Cap, 13. and verſe 17. the N 
 nifſters who Watch for the Souls of the People af 
] allowed Miniſterial Rylmg over them , and tl 
People obliged to ſubmit becauſe,theſe who wat 
for their Soyls muſt give an Account. 
.. If itbe faid that none Watch for the Souls 
the People but a Biſhop, over 4A vaſt aa F 
. Pariſhes; then thete People are forced into Mid | 
ry it being impoſſible for one Man, to Watch! 
ver all their Souls, | L 
ain if it be ſaid that other Miniſters und . 
kim Watch for the Souls of the People,then thelſe 
Minifters who patch have by the Scripture Pow 
er to Rele, as theſe who muſt give an Account, attþ 
to deprive thern of that Power which Chriſt ha 
. committed to them, can be no leſs then. Sacil 
| ledge. Will a Biſhop aſſuming the ſole Power{ 
| Goyernment to himſelf, ſay in earneſt that he wiſi 
| ſand up for all the Miniſters that arc under big « 
E: and take their Accounts off their Hands, and A 


ſwer to GOD for them all > will he indeed <o 
uc 


; Mc 


A 
dt 
1 


7 . 
. 
” po - 
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Sch a Burden FER Or if he would what 
Whniſter dares traſt him with it? For if the Men 
& Miniſters of the Goſpel themlelyes, they ſhall 
ever be clear before G OD by anothers under- 


king for them becauſe themſelyes were Periſon- 


Rip cntruſted with the feeding, and therefore the 


governing of the Flock. For, 
rf Thirdly, By the above-mentioned Scripture we 


Mod all Golf; pel-Paſtors equally interrefſed in the 


Jommiſhon, no imparity of Miniſterial Power, 
tþr any colour for it in the Text, Biſhops. and 


tFesbyters being not only under one Name, but 


der one and the ſame Commiſſion : Who then, 


S ith Authority to make ſome of them ſubordinat | 


another Who are made equal by Divine Inſtj- 


tion ? if Men would be concluded by plain Scri» 
3 Fire, this ſhould put an End to the whole Dil- 


te = ; | 


h 


199 Foxrthly, We arethe more obliged to take this 
neext as the Revelation of GOD's Will for the pa- 


ogy of Goſpel-Miniſters, that none of them 
AFould have Superiority over another, becauſe the 


14 when theſe words were ſpoken, was an op- 
cÞctune Seaſon to have diſcovered imparity if the 


rfoly Ghoſt had allowedirt: Becauſe firſt the A- 


wipltic did call theſe Miniſters togehter to give 
gem DireHions as Afiniſters of the Goſpel, 2. 


WE was now tetike Leave of them ſo as to ſee their 


aces 0 m7 : And it was of great Importance for. 


ul the 
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the Church of Gcop* in future Ages to know i 
was the Will of GOD that ſuch an Officer as a 
ſhop over Presbyters. ſhould be in the Houſe; 
GOD, that they might obey him in theEOR| 


if | 
| 3. The Apoſtle in the following /Words give 
| Warning that after his Departhre grievous Wolgp 
| JJpallenter in among them, not ſparing the Flock, a 
l yerlſe 30. of their own ſelves ſhall «Men ariſe ſpell 
ij ng perverſe things to draw away Diſciples after thep 
i Yet for all this Danger he giveth no Dire&ionY 
|| fetnpaBiſhop oyer other Miniſters for preſÞ 
| ving the Flock, nor any. Intimation, that it 
| | the Will of GOD to provide ſuch a RemedyF 
ff —terwards; But requireth the Paſtors to Watch,alp 
' _commendeth them to GOD, and the Word offi 
jt Grace, which was able to Build them up; what 
| I - by we may ſee they are remitted tothe word for I} 
if reRtion, in what concerneth his Church, and: 
iff to invent without the Word a Remedy of thi 
| own deviſing.” 4. From the ſame Scripture Þ 


are alſp inſtructed, that the inſtituted Paſtors} 
the Church, are to feed and take heed unto al 


| Flock, over. which the Holy Ghoſt hath m#$ 


them Overſeers ; And therefore Goſpel-Miniſtif 
are to haveno greater Charge, than ſuch as thif 


| may perform all the Duties belonging to a Paſt 
to all the Flock; And if any Miniſter aſſunf 
' greater Charge than he can perform theſe Duff 
unto,then it is not that Charge, that the moly Gi 
hath committed to him. ———M 
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| 26 AAS 
If If it be faid, thar the Biſhop feedeth the Flock 


H his Subſtituts, ſuch as be is pleaſed to appoinr. 
eleAnſw. But guo jure? by what Right or Autho- 
Uſ$y.can he ſubſtitute another, ro do thar which he 
v@th aFfumed for his own Work,and perſonal Per- 
rmance,it was a doubt that the learned Sir Fran- 
ah Bacon ſaid he could never be reſolved of, how a 
el an that had a Truſt commuted to him for his per« 


eſpal Faith fulneſs could delegate that Truſt to another, 


n{dif a Biſhop ſay he neyer engaged to Feed ſo 


ef : then it may be juſtly replyed, he was never 


ce Wor to ſo many; Why then ſhould he preſume 
yi "Title and Name of their Paſtor ? When he 


,a$ werth it fimply impoffible for him to Teach 


Fd Feed theru or the twentieth part of them, at- 
heffding ro the Dyty of a Paſtor, 


r lr's alſo to be obſerved, that as by this and mas. 


dyjother Texts, the Miniſters of the Goſpel baye 
rhival Paſtoral Authority de jure, ſo we find inthe 
e Fiptures that de fatto rhey are placed in Poſſeſh- 
rsJof this Miniſterial- Power, and exerciſe it with 
z/Ivine Approbation : -For Presbyters ordain Afi- 
mrs as 1 Tims. 4. 14. and are therein approved 
iſtFthe Apoſtle Tmothy being charged nor to ye- 
 thiſf the Grft he had thereby received. 2. A Com- 
Wity of Presbyters exert their Power in Church. 
.ſſcipline, and are required by the Apoſtle foro 
Jul Cor.-5. 4 and 5.verſes, This Sentence was 
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Power 


ted by many, not by oxe, aſſuming the ſole 
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who requireth the offended Brother to! at 


plain but to fuch a had Power to do him Juſth 


to the Church; Therefore it's no Inſtitution 


#faming a negative Voice; Though fome prel 
lad more juſt Authority in che rn abrag than! 
- How ofs Earth can pretend to, yer all had if 


by Suffages, and that which was concluded pl 


Name of the fpoſiles and Elders : whereby ir 


' therwiſethe Decrees of the Synod had never | 


2) : 
Power of furi{diftiond to "hitnſelf; which is. 
foriantto'one Saviours Dofrine «Af atth. 18. 


(arch, rot a fingle Perſon: if Chriſt had ed 
mitted the Power of Diſcipline t6 One, tha 1 
Complaint of the offende? Brother ſhould hi 
been to that One ; for towhom ſhould he | 


£55 
* 


and retnove the Offence ? Bur we ſee Chrilt's1 
pointment 1s not to make Application to One, 


Chriſt thar authoritative Church-Power, be lol 
ed in one Perſon. 
So alſo we find that Presbyters are Conftit | 
Afembers of that famous Juridical Synod at Fd 
falem Ads 15. the eLpoſtles and Elders came il 
ther to conſider the Matter ; in which Aﬀerd 
there is not one found to! Over-rule the: Reſt 


hberty to ſpeak their Judgement, and all carff 


6 the Apoſtles and Elders, and is publiſhed 1a 


parerit that in chie A ym time Presbyters F 
m-the a@ual exerciſe of Church-Governments 


publiſied in their Name, We ſhall not at: *_ 


"' 


elgtbefound in the Roll of Church-Officets:. ' 2). 
 eeQtfifts Diſcharging bis Miniſters to be one of _ 
ann Greater than another, And; - 3: The Div. 
| le Inftiturion of parity among Miniſters, © © 
Cay0bjett. Trmothy and Titus are called Bilhops tr : 
1 {thy B-bles therefore Biſhops are by Divine fofti- 
e, $:4»ſw. All Goſpel Paſtors are Biſhops atccor- Ii 
iongto the Word of G OD, ard thetefore the 
 lofy were Biſhops '( which carinot be granted} 
Fthe Epiſcopal Cauſe gaineth fiothing becaiſ® * 
iro{tops abuovePresbyrers are never fourid ina 


ei}. Thele Poſtferipts to the 2d. Epiſtle roi. » } 
erÞhy and the Epiſtle to Titus are not Canoniels + i 
ſtFipture, bur added ſeyeral Ages after the Carton | 
xreſpcri pture was cloſed, and aftet the Chnech bes 
an'Þ to degenerat : whichis trrefragably eyiticed] 
d iffMr, Prjn in bis Unbiſhoping of Timothy and 
ar”, and is acknowledged both by Papiſts,-ards 
| pers thai the moſt antieat Copies haye no-ftieh- 

| iÞticriprs, and therefore our. Bibles -haye rtheſ#_ 
ir FUcriprs ſtill at ſome ance from the'reftiof- 
s We Epiſtles ; But the Difference is. not alto: 
ni" fo oblervablenow as formerly,” when theſes: 
erFilcriprs:wete purpoſely Printed inveey mad: MM 
printers, to: mike the Difference diſtetmble: - E | 
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by all who read "A locks is expreſly & 
led an Evangeliſt, Tim, 4-5. and therefore cal, 
not be a Biſhop, neither in Scripture ſence aj 
_ Paſtor to a particular Flock whom be might pu, 
_ſonally overſee, nor in the Prelaticalſence as a 
 oceſan Biſhop ;| becauſe an Evangeliſt was na; 
.-mited to any particular bounds as hath been clgþ 
edalready; And to ſay that Twnothy was Biſl 
of Epheſus is againſt reaſon, for Timothy was þ ; 
ſent with the Apoſtle Pax! when he comminly 
_ the Charge of the Flock to the Presbyters in oF 
mon : butno mention of Timothy as their' Biſhop 
whom the Charge had chiefly belonged if hey 
been the only Biſhop of E pheſ HS. 1 if 


©, Asfor Titus he was employed in the like C 


Tl 
pel-Seryice froni one place to another as Tang, 
—_ || 

© $arir's ſaid Tit. 1 5. That he was left in (reth 
 ordam Elders m every (ty therefore he had Epiſi 

_ pal Juriſdiction. | | ; i 

i eAnſw. 1, Timothy and Tuns were both eaſj 

= ordinary Officers in the Church - AS appeary 

jt theirconſtant Travels from place to place, th, 
©. Work being to ere& Churches and plant Biſhiſ 

_ or Presbytersin theſe Churches ; but not raj, 

| Il Biſhops of them themſelves, - their Power bj; 
||. | _ greater than ordinary Biſhops or Paſtors as 1s 

\| iii ſerved by Chryſoſtom on Eph, 4. that their Work; 

- teplant (burches ;. and Biſhops or Elders to be theli: 

4 1. 
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— ES "OR 
Paſs,” 2. 4267 Tins was to ordain El- 
rs in every City of Crete then where was his own 
ioceſs > For it cannot be ſuppoſed that he did. 
dain bimſelf Biſhop of one of theſe Cities. '3, | 
ting he was to Ordain Elders inthe plural num- If 
Erin every City, and by the Scripture theſe El-” If 
are Biſhops then mo Biſhops then one was {il 
\ fv ineyery City which is contrareto the Epif- 
F | ra Conſtitution. 4. If it be ſaid that Titus 
is eFrchbiſhop or «M etropolitan, Anſw. This 
&ckerh nothing but Proof which no where can 
& had ; For the primitive Goſ _ knew 
eh ſach thing as either a Dioceſan Biſhop, Arch- 
ſhop, or Metropolitan long after the Death of 
3 imorby/and Titus : rherebeingnocertain Rule 
; r modeling;of Dioceſſes until the Reign of Con- | 
Eitine the Great xr which time the Church dif 
"Bllow the Civil Govertiment as to Dloceſſes' this 
i ſhop Stullmg-fleet maketh out ir bis Irenic. page - 
$6,377. .5. There is nothing: to. be found in 
Fe Scriptures to-countenance this Aſſertion that | 
SFitus was Archbiſhop of(Frete all that.can be ſaidis, 
k ſat he was ſentto (rete upon a piece'of ſpecial ſer: 
Fce for the Church, which made him ho more Bi- 
| þ op there then when he ſtaid ſometime in other, 
Faces : eAqumas run into the farue Miſtake as | 
J ) Dalmatia, for becauſe Ti [rus went to. Dalmatia W 
& terefore he calls him the Biſhop of Dalmatia. 6. - 
"7 it be ſaid that the leaft that Biſhops can Gain 
T _ = from- 


.a. | 
hs PT og ? pr 


- (4 | 
From Tis i lefres FE Eldghp: i 
hops | Rave fel FioWer of Ordination. ring 
glone ordzined. . .duſw. This is but te beg 
in for we = tA its: was. :;Biſla 
' lerthar firſt be proved, And, «Th; 
ed a5 aBiſbop. And, . ;. Thar 16 0xdal 
Fop his ordaining of Elders makes, him. noBiſh 
_ no more then the Apoſtle Pals ordaiging wh 
him a Biſhop; they ordained'as Exugaordi 
Officers in the Church making. way for Bild 
or Paſtors,: "and. thongh Titus was inveſted uf ' , 
Extraordinary Pawergbore any. Biſhop or Pale 
I that ar ou not prove.tha;! he orcaineg * 
eval ane] $1 Pre h ; ge Becauſe he Way 
Ordain Wet ers, { 9a #bat was the 
in c02junf £a4'W # | 
et a2 bixbag 
_ On 1 in Foy be; Pregb yory. * 
with A, Presbytry. | H : 
CE Tg hs "The E "Ie to the- / Ol Church 
- of A A,ACe direQed ro the Biſhops, of rhele Cay 
becauſe each of them.is directed. £9. qp5f f 
ge Pprſans Iedthe Angel af! the Churchy, . oi 
| ' Th Hana 4 zgenh are. dry opd 


my « 


1 e Angel is {pokenmntoiin thejins 
Afar number you ha xeino-adyantige'by this either; 
Ar you ſhall find one and the ſame. Angel ſpoken 

44 yn the plural  wumber : As tothe 'An zel of the 

Mot arch of Smyrna *Rev.-2. I 0: The Devil hat calt 

Sme of you into Prifon the Speechiis dire&edinn- 

og the Angel yettheiplucalnumber isuſed y*pwy x0 

New that it's not one.ſmgle Perſon only that is gles 
Wihted-by the Name of e-Lagelſoalfd tothe Angel 

che Church of Thyatira but unto you T ſay. v wry fo 
9-Srethe Angel is-expreſly ſpoken unto in the plus 

ag number; So that any Argument from-the 

Ame Angel utterly faiteth you; : For thonghan 
Kieel be named in the fingulatnymiber yet thatbyp 

an Name A aget Is ynderſtood'.a' colleatiye Bowly | 
thF-inifters is'evident, otherwiſe-let any Man 
Mpder a Reaſon why the Angel is fpoken-ro inthe Ml 
Clpral number, as mo than ones And herebywe. W 
ave ſolid groundto:think thatithe Angel is ſpon | 
& Moto in theplara.number purpoſly to obviat or 

; Fect the ilapprehenſionsof any, who would IB 
94Wnk that a Biſhap tygr Presbyrers is underſtood I 
Abe Word efageli ot,” 1% AH 
1 Object, 3. Bur the Government of the Church 

4 Biſhops bh avipg Authority & Juriſdi&ion over 
;oF5byrers is ſo. Antient, that we cannot judge it. 

Ray lower Derivation then from the Apoſtles, 
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| foil  albeitwehave itnor ® expreſs Scripture, 'F 
TH nſw. 1. If you haye Neck a GoyernmenfF 
the Church by dze conſequence, from any ScripniÞ 

_ . of the New Teſtament; We are ready to ye 
»ubjeRion, albeit ye cannot Prove it by exptþ 
Scriptures, ye ſhall not be ſo hard puttoit; F 
for you only to Afirm and Aﬀert it Apoſtolf 

without any Proof cannot convince ens Jud 
ments and ſatisfie their Conſcience, ina matteff| 
ſo great Importance; Your ſelves being ]udgy 
if you have. Proof for it make it appear. Bifhif 

| Gand and lomeother Biſhops with him, ſaid off 
publickly,if Prelacy were not the Apoſtolick Q 
vernment they would forthwith throw away tlif 
Kotchets ; But they kept them as long as tif 
could,and the Proof went no further: upon whi 

Ar. Prone did challenge them for breach of 

miſe, * VVhy do ye not ſtop all our Mouths,'F 
proving your Afﬀertion an ſo fatisfie a greatY 

| dyofProteltatits at Home and Abroad. Who'g} 

| Keaſons from Scripture contrare to your Aſie 

t on; And tofay.itmuſt be Apoſtolick becauſtF 

— ts Antiquity, islittle leſs then to ſay we will bi 
it from them whither they will or not ; their 
Qrine and Practice refuſe, and yet it muſt beF 
'torted from them. © 7 & 

2. We have madeit appear already that thiff 

_ poſtles did preſcribe another Form of Governme 

be managed by the Miniſters of the Goſpel if 
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+ of Miniſterial Power : atid how to SEE Us 

n our own Reaſon and Belief, that by fomein- 
S$6ble Preſcriptiori-they have contratlited all _ 
is, were hard meaſure; ſhould we, or can we. 
pt $e& what they haye Recorded by Inſpiration of 
& Holy Ghoſt,and betake our ſelves to ſome fan- 
olfied 77ad:tond Could this be a ſafe Way for our | 
14 onſciences > Or could we Anſwer toGOD for 
.efl? Your {elves being Judges. : 
” 3- If the Antiquity of Prelacy be at haſt its only. 
ſh ea, and ſtrongeſt Defence Cyprian will ſoon en- 

offs for #5 that eAnuquiy wthom Veriy is but mouldy 


A: rror, and as Sir Francis Bacon termed i, a Cypher : 
Ton Sthout a F fue, | 


l 2, If this Plea ſhould hold Good. then there : 
{a Door opened for the moſt Antient Errors, | 
Serewith the Church was infeſted even in the '4 2 
Titles times, and ſuch as ſoon after endangered 
© prong of her Bowels, , 
off 3- And however Antient Prela cy be found yer 
Tl Jmay and doth ſuffice us that it hath »o Inſtitation 
I he Goſpel-Church, by Chriſt or his Apoſtles: 
&$d therefore can claim no better than Humane. 
Wppointmen for which Appointment, wo C ommi/. 
» was granted to the Church. 
4 Joe. All that is Alledged by you again ſcE- 
Weopacy is bat your own late 5entiments : For 
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> Antient Fathers who underſtood the State of 
ePrimitiveChurch better than you do generally 
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(50) 

, chhe ye havs been 1h all 4 
-Church. 
- Abſw We ate. of the ſane mind with Ad 


2 Kitwwho beitg urged with the Aarhority of 
_ priatianſwered; 7hat what heſpoke according tal 
Striptures he would willingly accept ; but when he \pa 


withontthem, with his good leave he wenld diſſent 3 | 51 


welEknew that the beſt of finfull Men were 


lible, and no Man to be followed further then 


. was a follower of Chriſt. -- ; 


2. When it's ſaid that the Fathers do genera 


 affertE piſcopaty was inthe Church, it will y 


thence Clo, that they affetted it ſorta be 


. the Church: it's onething to affirm that in 
- ad: the other place there were Biſhops over Py 


byrers ; butanother thing to affirm there was 1 


 wmit Inſttdtion for ſuch Prelacy there's vaſt dif 
rence between the two: and where this is not 
yerted the Teſtimonies of the Fathefs are1 


wreſted and petverted, as if they all ap roved: 
Prelacy, becauſe they make mition « 0) Biſhof 
vor, L / 

: Weſhall fnd the choiſe - hs F athers | 


chiing that from the beginning it was not lo: ; 
_ thatthe Difference between Biſhop and Pres 
rer, carh&in to the Church by Caſtom, but by 
Divine Appoinrment ; : That the Church in 
Ptimitive times after the Apoſtles was gover 


—— be goyerned by the common Cor i F- 


OT hk 
WE Presbyters: and q 6 aj we are willing they 
pear and ipeak for themſelves, knowing they 
Mend up for us more than for you. CNL 
Q Palycarp Epiſt. ad Philip. perſwaderh the Peo- 
aſe to Obey therr Presbjters as Chriſt ; "We are not 
phncerned in his manner of Expreſſion if it appear 
;Jyperbolick, this being ſufficient to us that his 
A&hortation is to obey Presbyters in the Lord, but 
nÞt Biſnops over Presbyters, GE | 
4 1gnatius Epiſt, ad Trallenſ, requereth the People 
raf/b7ect to the Pregbytry calling it Gods Conrt. 
| YIreneus lib, 4. cap. 44. i@ ecometh you to be O- 


yeh:nt to Presbjters who have their ſucceſſion from the 
1 oſtles F | 
rf And in his Epiſtle to Victor called Biſhop of 
; ſome he hath theſe Words, The Presbjters of Rome 
ifp/0-2 304 have ſucceeded: This E piſtle and this. 
rFotentence in it is quoted by £#ſeb. lib,5.cap.23- 
pereby it's evident that all the Biſhops of Rome 
tbe ſecond Century were but Presbyrters in lre- 
zoffus his Judgement, _ 
'1Tertull. Apolog. cap. 39. calleth Presbyrers pre- 
s $"15 of 122 Charches Praſidert probati quique Seno« 


- £ 
. 

4: 
0; 
m6 


TheophylaQ, in Philip.1. affirms that whiles the 
wo poſtles lwved the N ames of Biſhop s and Presbyters 
nF'* 01 diſtinguiſhed. — 
call C#-r3/otomz commenting on the ſame Scripture 
ifc/areth himſelf ro be of the ſame wind. © 
= F |  Perom 


' Ferom is more Main then pleaſant inſiſting 
length in the Probation of his known Aﬀerti 
that Biſhops over Presbyters are not by Diy 
Inſticution for which he quoteth many Texts,a 
Commenting on the firſt cap, to Titus ſaith 4 PF 
 byter is the ſame with a Biſhop, and before that Falſ 
ons dd ariſe m Religion by the inſtintt of the Devil 
Churches were governed by the common (onncil of Pf 
bjters: It's ſtrange that this Diſcourſe of Jero 
elcaped an index expurgatorius confidering hi 
Bellarmm and others fret when eyer it's mentiF: 
ed, it's ſo plain and full againſt the Divine Rig 
of Prelacy. That ſome of them ſpare not to iq 
the Good Old Father erred ; But he goeth off 
his Epiſtle to Euagr. and ſaith let Biſhops know if, 
it's rather by Cuſtora then by the Lords eAppointm 
that Biſhops are above Presbyters, Ih 

Ambroſe on Eph. 4. ſaiththat Biſhops were ſel! 
bove Presbyters by a Conncul : But giveth no accoff' 
of the time and place of that Council; Howe 
that ſame which he faith ſufficeth becauſe ſupp 
ſing it were ena&ted by a Council, then the pr 
tion was but by Humane Authority, = 

Auguſt. Epiſt. 19. confefeth that it was but by 
preſent Cuſtom of the Church, that Biſhops were gre ( 
er than Presb)ters. I 
Gregor. Naz, orat. 28, wiſheth the utter Abo} 
01 of Prelacy calling it a Tyrannical Government, ' c 
 Theodoret. commenting on Phil, x, ſaub 


(33) 


ol8eſe Biſhops mentioned in the Text were Presbyters, « 


tl Occumenius commenting on the ſame text de- 
reth himſelf of the ſame mind. | | 

a) Chryſoſtom commenting on Hebrews faith 
hat Heb. 13. 17. made always his Soxl to tremble 


+ en he thought ont, and Homil. 34. page 602. fal- _ 
#2 4 wonaring if a Biſhop can be ſaved, any of them 
pipecrallie whoare greedy of ſo great a Charge & Hom. 
-o# P4gc 627. he calleth them miſcrable Wretches who 
hi we a, for ſaith he thou muſt grove An Account 0 f all 
i492 thon Ruleſt : theſe are the words of Chryſo- 
> 7PM, _ 
Wo; Baſil de Spir. San&to ſaith that by eAmbition to 
offpeernall, all Church Government came to nothing. 
y t| Many mo” might be added but we ſuppoſe ye 
:7Þ| chink theſe too many ſpeaking at this Rate. 
Jt ſhould alſo beobſerved that Biſhops of old, 
 ſeppmonly had no greater Charge then they could 
-offf fonally overſee. So, | es 
veEuſeb. lib. 10. cap. 4. ſaith expreſly that a Biſhop 
1p no greater Charge then he could take perf, onal notice. 
orefocir Souls, And ib,6, cap. 29. ſaith that an 246.: 
Fam 1H Rome aid meet together in one place 
by buſe another Biſhop, in Place of Anterus, 


g dCyprian lib. 2. epiſt. 5. pphen a Biſhop was to 


ebafſotr that he might be Elefied before all their eyes, and 
b- Fe ſuffrage of the whole Fraternity : Here are two 
b $2gs to be Noted that the Body of the People. 
: T2 _ Electeg 


hoſen, the whole Boay of the People were called to-. 


Elected their. own li. 5g that the Peoplh 
whom the Biſhop was to take Charge, could ni 
together in one place, One Biſhop had commoy 
but one Altar or Communion Table, ſo that, off 
Biſhop now after. the New Model tak«th a greff 
er Charge than would have well ſeryed twenf 
yea fourty in former times, b 
Primat Uſher m his Relig. of Iriſh ſath that I 
trick Planted in Treland 365, Churches, and as mf 
ny Biſhops ; andthat afterward m oe Malachias ti 
_ 29e Biſhops were more multiplied; Ler that numb 
be compared with the prejent number of Biſhap 
in Ireland; And then let the Reader Judge w! 
hath the greateſt regard to Antiquity, cr who tf 
Biſhops are that are moſt capable to-Diſchbargg| 
Paſtoral-Duty to the Flock whether few abap 
twenty-ina Nation or many hundreds. And ifÞ 
will not regard the account given by Mr. (lerki 
and others, though convincingly demonſtraty 
If thatmany Biſhops lived. ſo near to one anoth 
= -and their Sees ſo contiguous that their Chan 
 _ couldnot exceed the Bounds of an ordwmary Parifl 
and that many of them were Bifhops of VillagFt 
yet ye will take notice of your Friend Mr. Falpi 
who ſaith that Biſhops of Old were ſet too thick forli 
to grow; Lydda, Famma, and foppa being Epiſca 
Towns, and allof them within 4 or 4 eFLiles of ot 
For Biſhops had ther, their Sees m Poar & Contempi 
Villages; And: that none may think be roles : 
I randol 
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Sindom. 60m. nf eab the (ab that Villages 
ud their Biſhops, lib. 7, cap.19 - © 
og: Object; But the Church upon mature Delibe- 

ofation found it expedient to inveſt ſome with 
regower and Authority over many others for pre- 
enfenting or healing of Diviſions and keeping all in 
 Hnaity and good Order, — 
RM 4u/w, The moſt knowing and moderat of the 
 mjpilcopal Perſwaſion take SanQtuary here, and 
tfreſume no higher; alledging the Church was 
nlhþnſtrained to it, for compeſcing turbulent Hu- 
hopors and obtaining peace to her ſelf, . 
wi 2. Tho” this be the ſtrongeſt Effort, and moſt 
o tÞauſible Argument that the Epiſcopal Cauſe can 
'Egaim ; Yer when pondered in the Ballance of the 
baþnctuary it's found light : becauſe firſt Chriſt did 

ifÞicknow all the Trials, Temptations and Eyents, 
rkgpt ſhonld befall his Church, yet he ſaw it not fit 
raehpreſcribe any ſuch Remedy who is faithfull im 
thil bis Houſe, the Government is upon his Shoul « © 
1arFrs, and the Houſe js his own : if any Man ac-- 

arifile him for omitting ſo neceſſary a Mean as is 
lagfetended, for the good of his Church ; let him 
Exipolider how he will givean account when he is 
foripdged by the ſame Lord of his Houſe: for his 
ſcare and faithfulneſs hath fully appeared alxeady, 
ol letting ſo many Officers in his Houſe, as he | 
ought n2ceſſary ; And therefore if an Qecume- 
etl Council were aſſembled, more full than ever 
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Re (36) " | 
_ yetappearediin the Chrktian World, they cou 
not jzre ſet another Officer in the Houſe of Ga 
to Command and bear Rule over theſe Officy 
_ whom Chriſt hath entruſted to Feed his Flock 
though Dr. Stulling fleet now Biſhop once ſcepti 
as .to any particular Form of Church-Govey 
ment hath taken much pains in his Irenic : to pd; 
{wade the World, that it's left to Humane Py, 
dence whither the Church be Governed by } 
ſhops over Presbyters, or by Miniſters in pariſ 
of Power; And ſtrenuouſly.oppoſeth the Divig, 
Right of Prelacy : yet ſince he aſcended and fi 
edin that Orb himſelf, rexpora mutantur & nos mh, 
tammr millis, Presbyters are now ſo contemprih 
in his Eye,that if his new Labours and Argumenh 
can prevail, they ſhall not ſo much as be tollerg 
edto Labour in their Maſters Vineyard. | 
Anreus hen fragilens confregt malleus urnay; 
Thathis Book is ſo anſwered that many douf; 
his Confidence to giveita Reply; but leaving bf, 
from whom better things were expe&ed. + 
3. Conſider that if Biſhops be ſet over Pres 
ters for Preſeryation of Unity in the Church thy, 
ſome new Order muſt be ſet over theſe Biſhops, ie 
rhey may fall out by the Way ,as well as other Bk 
thren, as they often do; and theſe who are (ety 
ver them may likeways fall into Diviſions, fork 
rareto ſee Promotion make Men more Lowly & 
Meek ; Archbiſhops and Metropolitans hi 
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Sen ſcandalouſly divided by their own Pride to 
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) 
MY: height of Excommunicating one another ; 
J:d when all tneſe fail ſo that Unity is net obtain- 
MK whether ſhall ſen go next if not to a princips» 
tf unitatis & caput Ecleſie to whom all muſt ſub- 
M2; And thus it was indeed that the Pope aſcen- 
>&:d his Throne, and as many have obſerved and 
Pic Groaning Church under that Tyrranny yet 
' Hideth, the Remedy proved worle than the Diſ- 
: k le : this manner of Cure to eleyate ſome Mini- 
Vers above the Station that Chriſt had placed 
 ffiem in, and Robbing other Miniſters of their 
Me Right; Could never haye good Fruit, nor 
Ld ever Men ground ro expe& GODS bleffing, 
ethon ſuch an unwarrantable, and audacious Pre- 
elInption, - 

J 05je#. Pres byters do yoluntarly Ele& and ſer 
24 Biſhops to have Authority and Juriſdi&ion 0- 
O Fr themſelves,and therefore though they be now 
; Worived of Juriſdition they -haye no Cauſe to 

Þmplain for vio/ents non fit injuria, blame them- 
-dUAiyes. Tus 
ts Lufe. 1.1f Presbyters chuſed and made Biſhops 
» Mer themſelves (as we grant is ſaid to be done at 
 Bikxandria ) then Presbyters had all that Power 
If Juriſdi&ion at firſt, intrinſecally in themſelves : 
OYFthey could not give that to others which was 
7 Mt their own : and this of it ſelf is yeelding the: 
_ fiſe, when it is acknowledged that i 
Oy - | 


$ 
had the Original Minikefi ; OEM by CHR1 
Commiſſion, | f' 
2. It wasnot inthe Power of Presbyters tg $ 
lienate that Power which Chriſt had conferre 
pon them ( for id poſſumns quod fare um r 
Chriſt having beſtowed upon them full Paftoſ 
Authority, by what Warrant could they giver 
away to another or any part of it ? For it was gfc 
en to be exerted by themſelyes in their Perſon 
Service according to their Maiters Dire&ionsf 
their Maſter had thought fit to lodge that Poyſc 
inthe Hands of others, he would have beſtowſn 
it himſelf but never left it to their Option to & 
or Giye away his Gifts and {o diſable themſelfo 
for the Truſt and Service he committed to thþn 
beſides that it is inaccountable hos e 
Contempt of their Maſter, to throw away. 
Commiſſion, and let others Diſpole of it as th 
pleaſe : And whoeyer have done ſo wearelli 
thereby obliged to the like PraQtice, I 
. If this be the deed of Conveyance wherebygu 
ſhops over Presbyters have obtain'd a &ight Ju Uu 

Title to ſole Juri{di&ion in the Church, thent 
cannot ſay they have this Right and Titlef In 

Chriſt : It's a Gift of the Presbyters,but nor al 
.of Chriſt; And a very diſhoneſt Gift Diſhonaſ 


| blebothtothe Giver and Receiver, _. Sri 


Yer there are many Keaſons to verſwadg : 
the inadyertent ſuccumbing of ſome Presb! 


— 


DONT 
&re great Occation for the rifing of Prelacy pax= 
Sim by Degrees. For firſt, 
d Some Miniſters being ſeared in Places of Emi- 
ncy inthe World ſpecially Great Cities, in con- 
a&cmity to the Civil Government and Juri(diQion 
theſe Places, the Miniſters of theſe Places had 
Þ early ſome Titles of Konour, not common to 
of other Miniſters. 2, And ifthey were eminent 
2 Abilities and Prudence, or of long ſtanding in 
$& 1iniſtry; When other Miniſters and they 
od meet together for the Afﬀairs of the Church, 
wononly ſuch en were Choſen to preſide for 
orderly Managment of their Judicatories, as 
effolocurors or « Moxetators; Which cannot be 
thhnting without Confuſion : yet he who did Pre- 
> de had ns power of fariſdiftion oyer the reſt, it re- 
7 ning in their Power to choote another for that 

thcvice as they ſhould ſee it expedient. But, 3. 
-eÞis ſometimes falling into the hands of ambiri- 

Þ Men made intereſt not only for their con- 
byquance, but for their farther Promotion «furp- 
 4upon other Miniſters, who were more meanly 
n tated, untill chey had wreſted Power out of their 
ends, and did appropriate all urifdi&ion to 
aFmſelyes, the other Miniſters {infully ſuccum- 
dÞg under this Uſurpation, untill there was no' 
. Fcieving of what they had Loſt, DD 
fOur 2d, Zxception is your Liturgy, which after, 
oFous Perulal we cannot approve nat that weare 
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oy 7 41 
againſt a general Direfory for decent Orderſſoc 
Goſpel-Adminiſtrations , that each part of WE. 
ſhip have its dne place; This we acknowledge 


_ be neceſſary : And therefore all the Refornihr 


Churches have provided themſelves with ſuÞ! 
Directories. But that which we cannot comp 
with is ſuch a Form of Divine Service or Worſt 
as Is Compoſed by a few, and peremptorily if 
poſed on others, ſo as that Form of Worſhip 
be uſed, and noother, OurReaſonsare, F4 
Firſt no Zizrzy or ſtinted Form of Worſt 
was either Compoſed, Uledor Impoſed, by tc 
Apoſtles, or any Goſpel-Miniſters in the farſtſes 
ges of the Church : If any Affirm there were ſyſfc 
Forms it*s'their part to make themappear whiſm 
hath neyer yet beea done but by a manifeſt FE'« 


gery of the Apoſtle James hes Liturgy which ei! 


Papiſts (though moſt fond of Forms) are aſhiÞn 
ed of, therefore Bellarm, de facobi Liturgia pifa 
146. and 150. confefſeth ir ſpurious. Kt 
- 2d, Reaſonas there were no Litargies in theF/« 
poſtles times for Divine Service, ſo the Chutſ7 
wanted a fixed Liturgy for the ſpace of 600 yelf 4 
Dr. Burnet in-his Hiſtory of the ReformartiQT 
maketh it appear that Liturgies werenot ſo miſt! 
asithe tnatter of Publick Conſultation for a$8t 


years after Chriſt ; And that the firſt Liturgy th rc 
 wis Impoſed, was Compoſed by Gregory an. 6qpt: 
Others alſo more antient Confirm the ſameſſps 


So 


| 1 ) 
$ocrat. who liyed in def Century hib.5. cap. 
Ui. page 698. ſauth that generally in. any place, 4- 
Song all ſorts of Worſhippers there cannot two be found, 
$1:cing to uſe the ſame Prayers : Sure then there was 
iÞ Licurgy,obliging them to agree ina Set-Form. 
amousBiſhop Uſber affirmeth yet more, Relig.of 
iþc Iriſh cap. 4. page 31. that the Reman Uſe was 
0092/2 into this N ation but 500 Tears before hs own 
$1, by the Popes Legats, Gulibertus « MW alachias 
$4 Chriſtianus whereby as Mr, Clarkson obſerves, 
at the Roman Liturgy was not admitted here 
tforethe 12th, Century, ſo that impoſed Litur- 
tes are but a Novelty in the Church : And to this | 
yſree the Teſtimonies of antient Fathers, making 
1 manifeſt that the Churches publick Prayers 
FEre not read out of a Book, Juſtin Martyr A 
yPl. 2, page 139. ſaith their Prayers, and Thanks- 
afn75 were according to thew eAbility: and very 
ian Abilities would ſerye to read Prayers, if 
fre had been any ſuch extant, Bur Teriull, 
eFpolog. 39, maketh it yet. more plain who faith 
ut _ without ae Monitor, becauſe we Pray from 
iff 41Cait, 

til Theſe Teſtimonies make it abundantly appear 
Ft the firſt impoſed Liturgy was no Elder but 
ntemporary with the Popes Eſtabliſhmenr,and' 
| received in this Nation ſeveral hundreds of 
ars afterward : and that this Liturgy was firſt 
$po/ed when a Pope was Impoſed as an Univerſal 
G 2 ; ___ Head 
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rch, doth conciliate no greatHhn 


neration for that Compoſure: it's alſo. notougy. 


_ known that the Liturgy unto which weare reqgy 


red to Conform was taken out of that Reman 
targy, and though many Things were left outſ)i 
yur Liturgy, which were in the Roman yet Þo 
Argument made uſe of for gazning of Papiſts, ſal 
the Communion of theProteſtantChurch by Papi 
clamation in the Reign of Edward the 6th, Þt 
that they ſhould hear their own Service in Engliſh wiſe! 
formerly they heardin Latm. 

3d. Reaſon as neither Chriſt nor his Apolſet 
did form any Liturgy for Divine Service, {o nj: 
ther He nor any of his Apoſtles did ever give (qa 
wiſſton, to other Men for Compoling ſuch a Fel: 
of Divine Service, which ſhould oblige oth 
to I)ſe it, whereby it's manifeſt that ſuch a Fop 
o Service wanteth Divine Inſtitution : and the, 
Qre we cannot Conſent to it as any Ordinancqa 
1; 48h. Reaſon becauſe Mens Compoſing and Fr 
poling a.Form of Worſhip, without Divine IoÞi 
tution of Commiſſion, caſteth an injurious-/mpc 


t4tiou upon thoſe to whom the Care uf the Clo 


ches was committed,as if the Church had not bh 
ſufficiently provided for the Service of GOD!| 
all cha: Chrifts Apoſtles had preſcribed ; But tf 
Men were conſtrained to deyiſe ſome ew and 0 
ter Way,than what we haye by Scripture-Direſe 


mw 


| 


(-43) 


Þn : this is ſuch a Refle&ion as we cannot be guil: 


3&7 no doubt had Dire&ion from GOD before 
Jhey attempted ſuch a Work. eAyſw. Letthis 
tDire&tion or Appointment appear and We ſhall 
Tonformroit: or if any ſhall fay that the Exter- 
;Fals of Worſhip, and the manner of Church-Ady 
PMiniſtrations are left to the Diſcretion of Church+ 

Dfficers, and ſo they may Compole a 2fodel of 


pleryice as they think moſt expedient ſor theChur» 
eAuſw. There is great Difference 


thes Good, e 
flderween a Model dire@ing the external Order of 
mat Worſhip, which GOD himſelf hath Appom- 
{44; as to common Circumſtances for Time and 
of lace, and how one part ſhall Succeed another, 
td ſuch a 2Zodel wherein is contained Worſhip 


*aþ be offered ro GOD which he hath not preſcrib- 
he, Church-Officers may ſafely do the firſt but 
cqaye no Power for the ſecond: The Worſhip of | 


OD is not ſuch a trivial matter, but that Chriſt 
dFr his Apoſtles in his Name, would have given 


Iopirections for what was neceſſary, will Liturgiſts | 
[mpdeed claim ro more Authority and Wiſdom for 


Ch oſpel-Adminiſtrations than CHRISTS Apoſtles, 
Fo never impoſed, bur left us free of ſuch Bonds? 


1 or the eFeezy due to) other Miniſters of the Goſ- 
reſſel, both of your own Perfwaſion and others; and 
q Is 


yy of, if any ſhall ſay the Compoſers of the Litur. - 
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NJ 5th. Reaſon, The impoſing of a Form of Divine 
£ eervice compoſed by one or a few, derogateth, 
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, 1nthatmanner? And if he pleaſe not his Maſt 
,what Comfort can he have in the Seryice >. Am 


(44) 


is a real Refle&ion againſt your Selves : as if in: 


| Agethere were Men fo qualified for the Scryifh: 
- of GOD, no Men affiſted by the Spirit of GOh 


for Goſpel-Adminiftrations, as if no Miniſters h& 
the Bleſſing and Benefit of Chriſts being with hþ 
Seryants to the end of the World, no Miniſteſ 
partaking of theſe Gifts, that Chriſt received f&« 
Men ; But only a few Compoſers of Liturgy; thjh 
all others muſt take both e Matter, and Form$! 
Divine Service from them, and {o'to ſerve GOfo 
with that which coſt them nothing : and yet tC 
Compoſers but Men, not ſo much as pretendin|a 
to Divine Inſpiration or any Commiſfion frofr 
Chriſt, for the ſaid Compoſure: by what Arg 
ment can a Miniſter of Chriſt convince his owpc 
Conſcience, that it is his MaſtersWill to be {ery 


[ 
e 
/ 
1 
how can he know it wil be pleaſing to him exceq7 
one way or other he had revealed it ? Þ 
. 6th. Reaſon, The obliging of Chriſtians a! 
ſerye GOD by an impoſed Liturgy is a LoraingFi1 
ver the Heritage of GOD ; Which is expreſly fofcr 
bidden: And thar itis a Lording over GODS Hpt 
titage is evident becauſe it's impoſed as one of thay 
principal Terms of Communion with the Church 
that ſuch as will nat Conform to ir ſhall be Exclfg' 
ded the Churches Communion; this is to tak: 
Dominion over Mens Faiftratid Conſciences; Far 


(45) 


$a Mans Conſcience will not p 
iſþat his Worſhip ro GOD, which is only deviſed 


dy Zen : Yet he muſt either Comply remtente 


1$0rſcientia againſt his Light, or ſhall be vo Aſem- 
#: of the Church, HET 


fgecauſe ir depriveth us of our Chriſtian Liberty, 
ghich we mult ſtand faſt in after Chriſt hath made 
»Etree; Wearenqt to be entangled again in a 


Yoke of Bondage : Bur to be obliged to ſerve 


thOD by a Form he hath no where commanded 
iga very Bondage, depriving us of our Liberty to 
oprve our LORD. as himſelf hath Appointed (for 
gf plead for no Lawleſs Liberty ) only in the 
IWpce Aatters of GOD his Worſhip ,and our Con- 
ygiences we deſire to be Subje&t to GODSown 
(tF@p07nzments,and not to the Ordinances and Com- 
Aﬀkndments of ee en, | 
ef 7th. Reaſon, A peremptory impoſed Liturgy 
_ Fpriveth us of the Benefit of GODS Gefts, pur- 
s Faled by Chriſt and beſtowed by his Spirit on 
1FEinifters, for the Edification of his Church : and 
fofcrefore we cannot approve of it : For by this 
JÞted Form whateyer meaſure of the Spirit of 
thayer be powred out upon a Miniſter Helping 
hd Teaching him what to Pray, whateyer en- 
cement of heart be given by the Spirit ofGrace 


F 


- * 


Far for the Good of the Church ; Becauſe the 
| mans 


ermithim tomake 


ef Next it's a Lording oyer theHeritage of GOD, 
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k${ Supplications; Yet nothing of this muſt ap- 
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- mans month is z2#zled ap,by a peretptory Forpii 
which we humbly conceive is moſt dangerous a 
a great ObſtruQion to the Churches Edificatidþi 


8th. Reaſor, Though our blefſed LORD hdir 


_ Sivenusa Paternof Prayer, and therein a ſumfb 


all we are to Pray for ; Yet when the beſt of Adlat 


_ offer to make a Colle&ion of the Particulars ede. 


tained in that Summe, though the Patern be 2 
feet, yet their Colle&ions are always Lame aþn 
Deficient : confidering tbe innumerable NeceÞ)[ 
ties of the People of GOD : | And fo faileth © Pp 
pretended End, to furniſh People with all manqhe 
of neceſſary particular Petitions ro' G O D : Veit 
hundreds of Inſtances may be given of neceſlgo) 


| Petitions, all of them according to the Wordfer 


GOD, and particularly founded on the LOR gu 
Prayer; Yet no mention of them in the Books. : 
Common-Prayer; And therefore {uch Formgen 
Aens Aviſing do but /imwe and ſtraiten theChfar 
ches Prayers, they are fo far from being a Heþn 
eſpecially when they are ſo enjoyned that. ſugſire 
Form ſhall be uſed and no other, | # 
oth, Reaſon, The Caſe of Souls in this Lif@le 
very yarious; Sometimes ſecure and need tap 
awakned, ſometimes caſt down and need toÞR 
Comforted; ſometimes in Doubts, by reaſonfE 


their Ignorance, Weakneſs, and Guilt ; the Iſt 


penſations of GOD toward them arealſo yeryſp: 
rious; ſometimes Humbling,and ſometimes Ca 
fortil 
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king; And TRE 3s, readinigrof Scriptures, 
J Prayers ; are to be Ad.pted to the Conditi- 
dof the People, fo. far as Miniſters can be'ac- 
\gintet with their Condition, and. Exigences : 
ntby a {tinted. Form the poor People muſt take 
Hat falleth out ſuch 4 day of. the Year, whithee 
ge ſuitable to their preſent Need or not, they 
Pl haye no other for that time, the Miniſter is 
and to read his ſer Task. TIfthe Righreous 
eÞD ſhould by ſome ſudden Judgement call his 
ppleto ſpeedy Repentance and Afourning, yer 
he Book appoint a Feaſt-day cf Joy at that ve- 
Frime, the Miniſter and People muſt do. as. the 
Hgok requires,and then behold Joy and Gladneſs- 
den GOD calleth.uato Mourning, which is an 
ſquity: that:GOD doth moſt ſeverely threaten; 
I 22. 12, 13) 14, ve:ſes, Soonthe other hands 
"gen it plealeth GOD to grant ſome ſigng}Delis 
tyance to his Church, that requireth prfſent ſos 
[qpn Thankſgivings tro GOD ; if the Book re- 
1qre thatto be a time of Humiliation and Mourn- 
$, the Buok niuſtbe obeyed, rather than:the: 
fElent Call of GOD:: bur Moſes the Servant of 
LORD was of another mind, Exod+14.30.the: 
oPRD ſayed Iſraebthat Day our of the Hands of . 
mFEgyprians, and in the beginning of cap..1p |fi 
Ten ſang e Moſes andthe Chilaren of Iſrael this Sous -\ 
yhothe LORD; notdefetring it as prelimitedby. ||| 
Ct 


re other Work : So. Miniſters of the Goſpet; || 


- not perform that Service in. Faith, and ſo to 


YH: +. JDhey except againſt the reading of the A, 
1 HEN: cryphat Books, deliring that nothing be ready 


PER? (48) | 
being the Stewards of CHRIST, are required: 
doall to Edification, attending the preſent Duty 
the People of GOD ; Being alſo obliged to dif 
bute that Food Chriſt hath provided for thek 
due Seaſon, that eyery man may have his Por, 
as his Neceſſity requireth, ſ 
\ Toth, Reaſon, T hat manner of Service to Gh 
which we cannot perform Faith, we ca 
Comply with, but ſerving GOD by an impqp 
ſrinted Form we cannot perform in Faith, 
therefore cannot Comply with, we cannot ff 
form it in Faith, becauſe we know of no Authog 
ſuch a Form hath from GOD, as any Ordin: 
of his. And therefore ſeing we have'no wayf, 
be convinced that it is the Will of GOD we ſe 
him after that manner, no Ground, no Prece 
no Promiſe, for our Faith to fix upon; We 


would be Sin. 


: | 
- As for the Bookof Common-Prajer, and the ll 


ticulars therein, which hath been ſo offenſive 


the Conſciences of many,we need do no more 
put you in mind ofa part of theſe Complaints 
Exceptions publifhed by thoſe. who had Commiſ 
on from King Charlcsthe 24. to alter and amt 


X FY 
. 


om = 

rede Church for Leif but the Holy Scriptures 
utJthe Old and New Teſtament. They except a- 
diflinſt the Religious Obſervation of Saints days, as 
1e&hey were Holy Days, having no Foundation in 
Ortte Scriptures, Tney except againſt that Verſion 

ſthe Scripture uſed throughout the Liturgy as 
Giving many Defects, whereof they give particu- 
at [Inſtances : Likeways that the Liturgy is De- 
PQÞtive as to Prayer, inthe confeſling of Sins, Pe- 
> Tions and ThanMgivings ; that the Body of the 
U Fayer-book confiſteth much in Generals and that 
hoſe Catechiſm is Defe&:ve as to many DoQrines 
na our Religion. They except alſo againſt the 
/aNfeoples uttering a great part of the Petitions in the 
{eferany,whereas the Miniſter ſhould. be the month 
ecFthe Congregation, and that the-ſpeaking of ſo 
e Giny occaſioneth a confuſed eAarmar in the 
0 fongregation whereby what is readis leſs intelli- 

ole, and therefore nnedifying. They alſo ex- 

Fptagairſt the aery ſign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, As 
© Ho that none may receive the Lords Supper who 


eres yot Kneel in the At of Receiving,which was | 


"eFft free 1. and 2. Ed. 6, and was not the Geſture 
15 Fe Apoſtles uſed, nor in the pureſt and primitive 
Mines of the Church. They except alſo againſt 
mtteſe words of the Rub, The Body of our Lord 


Afody and Sonl unto everlaſting Life, they defire 
2t the Miniſter be not required to repeat the 
i H 2 words 


- #ſus Chriſt which was given for thee preſerve thy. | 
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words torachone'in "6, 4.8 number butht 
it may {ufficeto ſpeak-them to diverſe jointly l 

| cording to. our Saviours Example, they Conipy 
alſo that when a Child is to be Baptized the 

_ fathers and God-mothers are concerned, butt 
mention of the Parents in whoſe Right the C} 
1s Baptized, and who are fitreſt both ro Dedig 
itto GOD, and to Undertake to GOD, and k 
Church for ir. They alſo except againſtthe 
words in the Prayer after Baptiſm 2:z. | thee 
hath pleaſed thee to Regenerate this Infant by fc 
Holy Spirit ] they declare that they cannol/ 
Faith ſay that every Child that is Baptized is 
geuerated by GODS Holy Spirit, Andin the 
Rubr. before the Catechiſm it's {aid tobe cert 
by GODS Word, that Children by being By 
tized hayeall things neceſſary to Salyation and 
unaoubrcdlyſzyed theſe words they complain-off 
dangerous, Theſe area few of the many Exc( 
tions mentioned in that grand Debate, and an} 
mendation earneſtly and modeſtly purſued ay 
meanto prevent our ſeparated Aſſemblies butt 
Purſners for Peace, conſtrained to deſiſt wi 
Grief, being diſappointed of theirjuſt Exped 


Qur gd. Exreption is becauſe Kneeling at- 
Loxds Table is peremptorily im poſed which l 
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thirſt, CH RIST calf the Communicants Ft ar 
yable, when the Lords Supper was firſt Celebra- 
pf}, and therefore Chriſttans in following Ages 
Gpuld follow the ſame Example. Thathe cauf- 
utthe Communicants to fitts evident, for being 
CR Diſciples they were ordered by their Maſter 
ligd would not haye preſumed ſuch aPofture with- 
d {this Diretion, It's ſaid they ſ# down toge- | 
titr, and when all publick Adwiniſtrations of that 
hgenings Service was over then at Chriſts Com. 
& ad they aroſe, p | 
10QAnd that this Example of Sitting at the Lords 
s $bleis obliging to following Ages will appear if 
eRconlider, 
erNFirſt, That Chriſts Example obligeth us to Þ- 
Pg: wherein his Example is Imijtable, but his 
ndþ{mple in'this is Imitable, and therefore ſhould 
-off imitated, : Fe 
xcgAnd that his Exampleof Sitting . at his Table, 
an{mitable is clear there being nothing ( in ordi- 
_ agy Caſes) ro obſtru& it but the vain Inventions 
arg Men. I _ 
wi2ly, We cannat alter the Poſture of the firſt 
e@mmpnicants without Refleft#0u upon his Wy- 
4, and Authority, who Appointed the faid Po- 
reat firſt. a eas 


_ Frauſerke firſt Celebration eyen45to them 


annex 
muſt 


Weferable ro that of Sitting at the Lords Table, ||| 


* . 
av" 
- 
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| muſtbetaken as a leading yule to after Ages (wi 


| theſamemanneris pcaQicable) otherwiſe Ci 
ll fitans wereleftto uſe what manner they pleafeſſf 


having no Light from GOD and his Word, Þ 
 eyery Man to follow his own Imagination : 
thus Men haye deviſed ſuch a Poſture as is mP' 
Inconfiſtent,with the Nature of a bleſſed and mf 
comfortable Feaſt, | = 
 &4ly, Therecannot in any Age after the firſt P 
lebration, be a greater inducement for a moreP 
verential Geſture at the Lords Table, then wa 
_ thefirſt Celebration : Chriſt himſelf being t|' 
Perſonally and viſibly. preſent, and always an Obſf* 
adorable ; Yet then this Poſture of Sitting atl h 
Table was allowed, and approved by Him. * 
ply, CHRIST having granted this Priviledy* 
Dignity and Comfort, as to fit with Him at K 
Table; By what Authority can Men deprive Clif 
ſtians of this Honour and Comfort > VV 
_ Chriſt did condeſcend to confer upon his Peop 
Who dare ſay that their Sitting fell our Accid 
tally, being managed and ordered by Him wſ 
is the Wiſdom of the Father > With what Fi 
can any ſay that He was not concerned, whit 
Communicants ſhould be performing exterſſ" 
Acts of Worſhip in the very time of Communidq' 
Ingornot? Can it be ſaid His Worſhip is {0 
tleregarded by Him? as ifit werea thing inf 
ferent whither they did Sit or Kneel and Wort 


LAS | 
j 
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EE, 55 
,gd He not by his Doarine ſeyerely reprehend 


of Worſhip not commanded? and having a great 


feflcgard to his Worſhip, would he not haye com+ 
| fanded this Worſhipping Poſture, if it had been 
: &s Will that Communicants ſhould then have 
mhecled and Worſhip? But welſee Herequireda 
able-geſture, as a Pledge of Belieyers being ſet 
pwn with Him in his glorious Kingdom above, 
q @ercof He putteth them in mind at the firſt Ce- 
reſbration : Belieyers therefore are obliged ro put 
/aÞigh Value upon this Previledge of Sitting with 
- elim at his Table, as a Pledge of the Honour He 
LAth promiſed they ſhall partake in a better Places 
tf herwiſe they ſhall prove ingrate and unworthy 
 Fluch Fayour if they negle& their allowed Pri. 
. Aledge. Wen DT 
+ $Objef. But ſince you lay ſuch weight on the }- 
coſitation of Chrifſts Example of Sitting and cauſing 
T ic Communicants to: Sit with Him at his Ta- 
fe why do ye notimitate his Practice in other 
; ings at the time of the firſt Celebration ? as Ce- 
wprating in the Evening, chuling an #pper Reow 
ieff eAnſw. There is. manifeſt Reaſon why Chriſt 
ed bis Diſciples Example ſhould be imitated as 
\ih2 Table-geſture, inſo Solemn an Ordinance, ra- 
or then as to the Circumſtances of time and place 
.$0mon to other Actions ; So that this Objeai- 
.appeareth-inſipide, Ifit be conſidered that Ce- 
= '_ © Jebrating; 


Mt at. Sl iis 4 os 
Jebrating at Noon, or Eyening, inalowerg 
upper Room, are wholly extrinſick to the ON 
nance itſelf, being common to-Sacred or Civil 
Qtons ; andnot fo much as affe&ing the exteſh 
manner of Celebration : but it. is not. ſoas to} 
tg or Kneeling at the Lords Table for by Sitth 
the Worthy Communicant enjoyerh an honage 
able Priviledge allowed him by Chriſt : And 
Kneeling when Partaking he engageth in #4 
Worſhip unſeaſonably without a Command ,{ 
hereafter ſhall appear ; So that there is great 
parity as to Obligation totheſe common Circu 
ſtances, and a due Table-gefture: Bur if any: 
Contentious and ſtill urge an equal Imitationþ 
Time and Place, as well as Sitting at tbe LORH 
Table : let ſuch remember that the firſt Celeby 
tion of the Lords Supper was inthe Evening 
the account of the Paſſover, commanded to be 
the Evening, the LORD feing it fir to inſtin 
his Supper immediatly after the Pafſoyer : fot 
any Obligation to that Time is now cealed : M 
for the Place, Chriſt hath cleared us of any ON 
gation to one place more than atother bat$ 
quires to Worſhip Him in Sp:jit and mw Truth, 3 
2d. Reaſon, As our blefſed LORD hath gl 
us this Obligatory Example, fo it's to be col 
dered that He hath nor Authorized any to mal 
Change; nay not ſo-much asa Permiſfion ro4 
point or Impoſe another Geſture then Sigzinf 
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i Table; and-whereſoeyer it's preſamed,is ugt= 
Wrrantable Humane Invention to deviſe a Way 
erended more for the Honour of Chriſt then he 
hb deviſed himſelf,as if Zen: knew the way of 
oFGlory, better than bimfelf ; "If our blefed Sa- 
tthur had ſeen amore humble Poſture at his Table 
ofnducive to his Glory, would-he not have pres 
1dhþbed it ? Would. he haye engaged the firſt 
F@mmunicants to Sit down with Him.2 Shal blind 
»Jortals, take on them to ſay we. think amore 
t Qable way would glorifie Him more? If Hewho 
cugbe Wiſdom of the Father hath ſeen fit. ro haye 
ny. Goſpel- Ordinance, wherein the Glory uf his 
onpre ſhould ſhine ima more peculiar tanners:pet 
Ry in remembring his Death, who loved. ang 
ebhic Himſelf forus; Bur his Condeſcenſion allp 
ngLonverſe with his People in fo Friendly a man- 
\ beſt, allowing. them. to. Sit and Feed at his own. Fax 
ſtink, that all things in this Ordinance might con- 
otÞto-raiſe their Loye for the glorifying of-his 
ve; After he hath thus appointed to-take Glo- 
Opto: himſelf, ſhall Man whois bur of yeſterday 
att knowing the depth of his Defigns, or the 
Featneſs of the Glory he bath, and the Pleaſurg 
.gi@taketh in the eleyated Aﬀections of bis People, 
:o8d what means he ſeeth moſt fir to uſe for that 
1alþd, begin and Judgethe Lords Condeſeenfions | 
o:Þbeftcedleſs, or not ſo proper as forme external Acts ||| 
Morn fried en the og = 


7 6 | 
for Man that is wl Frm of the Earth! « 
3d. Reaſon, Together with the Example gl 
by Chriſt: and no allowance to decline from : 
We are to conſider alſo that the Nature of rhe? 
dinance of the Lords Supper requireth a Tall 
Geſture, Chriſt himſelf gave ir at firſt a: able# 
fture, -and'ſo'it ſhould contioue ; What Evil if 
Men foundinitF' or rather who dare Charge | 
Evil > When it'*remembred who gave it its OF: 
nal; How'tmuch ſafer were it for Men to be aff 
efthieizs own Tnyentions in the Worſhip of ot F 
ftienany thing that floweth from that boly x: 
fain': if it be ſaid that we are ſo finfull that ity j< 
Preſam ption. to Sit at his Table: -but had not Ch 
Gffull Men Sitting at bis Table, before his Ey 


$tite they were not Perfe& as their PraCtice q 
vey Night did Diſcover, beſides their mani 
Weakneſſes appearing at other times, yer CiF 


| 
allowed them- tlits Honour, which they accep | : 
they thoughtirnot fafe for them: hhice rojug; 
or neglehis Cofideſcenſions, and chuſe a of 
bymble Poſture : though great Reyerence i is} 
tothe LORD, and will be 'rendred to him by + 
fincere Commiunicants, as alſo external AQF* 
Worſhip as he requireththem; Yer when Ft 
LORD calleth to hits Table, allowing his Pe 
ro Feaſt with yim, it's not left Arburary whilf 
_ they ſhall Conformto Table-Priviledge vr not i 


nat mean om againſt Sirting w 


i me. make vis Fa hn 2 thefirſt Celebration 


Gere was a leaning toward the Table, it argueth 
Cauſe unfurniſhed for its own Defence,where ſo 
f ay. nlous a Scruple is obje&ted ; Becauſe all that 
rf plead for 15 a Table-Geſture according to the 

Smmon Uſe of Nations, and it's well known that 
þ | neeling is no Table.-Geſture any where. 
- 4th. Reaſon, This Religious Kneeling is per» 
J drmed befofe the Sacred Signs of Chriſts Body 

&d Blood, the Bread and Wine being deſigned- 
. {ct before the Communicants 2 And therefore 
$ de cannot Comply with it for clearing of this. 

Jonſider, 

A Firſt, That the Bread and Wine in the Lords 

pper after Conſecration are the true Repreſen- 
ions of Chriſts Body and Blood. 
42. The Fathers commonly called theſe Sym- 
p ls the mages of Chriſt, ſo we find Primat Uſh- 
»&i0 bis Anſwer to the Jeſuits Challenge pag. 14. 
nes Fathers expreſly call the Sacrament an Image of 
#r:i/ts Boay. So Hoſpin. de orig. imag. pag. 245, 
jt Exchariſt is calledby the Fathers Imago ſunum, Py 
tara fimilundo, and this he proveth by Origen 
& Kazianz, Auguſtin, ſo Dr. Brug. lauf, of Kneel- 
of6 Page 116. Sacraments are the TS mages. 
* 3. Conſider, That whereKneeling is uſed at . 


bf e Sacrament the Communicants cannot recetve | 
of (till they Kneel,and thus rhey have not ſo mach: |} 
{ Liberty 0O- follow Chriſt and his Diſciples 1H 
4 Fample, I 2 4. It's | 
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a "+ It's ackaawlcdles* ANT Kneeling þ| 1 P 
pointed, for keeping up a dne Eſtimation of Yi 
Sacred Rites, «| ( 
-  F.This A& of Adoration is performed in Ky] 
ling when the Minds,Eyes,and Hands of the Cee 
municants,are faſtned upon the SacramentalSigc 
ſo that though the Ador ation be ro Chriſt yethhi 
by theſe Signs or Images ; For otherwiſe why - 
rhe Act of Adoration no ſooner, notater, but: 
ſerved untill the, Communicant have theſe 5ijn 
ſtraight before bm; and partaking of them and mhþ 
the Signs, which many call Images appear to I 
ticipate the Honour, conferred by this Religitk 


Kneeling. © 


- 


 Ovyett, But it is ſolemnly Declared by ſach l 


Kneel at the Lord's Supper, that there is no W& 
ſhip deſigned, or conferred upon the Sacramenſi 
Sigos. Bw | ] 

_ eAnſ.lt may be charitably ſuppoſed, that mh 
Chriſtians kneeling at the Lords Supper,do inty 
no Worſhip to theſe Signs; And on this accoþ 
thiok their Conſciences ſafe : But with all 4 
reſpeft to ſuch Perſons, it may be inquired wh 
then is the Kneeling purpaſly before theſe Sight 
Which are the Repreſentations of Chriſts B@ 
2nd Blood. And for their ſakes who are Conf 
entious Chriſtians judging themſelyes oblige 
that Reverential Poſture - of Kneeling, that 
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59) 
age-Worſhip:: Lefpdht be: icaſed to Coafides, 


Crit, Thatin this circumſtantiat Caſe of Wor. 
Tp before theſe Signs, - there is evidently danger 

£ Simage-Workip, and if committed the Guilt is 
Feat, becauſe GOD hath expreſly forbidden to 
Ig Forſhip Him'by any Image, or Likeneſs of wy 


ting in Heaven or Earth. 
Iyl 2. Weare commanded toabſtain from all ap- 


Sarance of Evil, and therefore this Religions 
Frnecling were much ſafer a-part from Fu. Sa- 
Fed Signs, then direQly before them ;. Let it be 
Raced rather in ſome other part of the Commn- 
igon-Service,or Adminiſtrdtion (by ſuch as think 
{hiblick Kneeling neceſſary ) where dire& Wor- - 


chl; ip is required, as in Prayer, that it may be ſeen 
Va Sacred Signs are not interrefſed in the Wor- 


| 
# WD. 
£0 
2. 
*. 
"+ 


3. No Conſcientious Chriſtian hath caule to Gon 


nd vill be a Siz to forbear Kneeling, inthe time E 


Srtaking, having ſuch bleſſed and clear Example 
qr Sitting and no Command for Kneeling at x 60 
tant. 

$4. If the Worſhip muſt needs_be before theſo 
gF2ns, then the /ntention of the ind direQing the 

q Forſhip to Chriſt, is not ſufficient to vindicat the 

lon from all Image-Worſhip, for Intentions do 
4talter the Nature of Actions : the Command of. 


& VD is not only againſt bad Intentions, . but the 


Ds 

v 7 . 
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«5 themlſelyes as bowing &c, And if this were 
- ſufficient 


; CE 60 ) | 
 Iifficient to free an aa from Image-Worfhy 
that the Parpoſeand Intention of the Worſhip 
was not to Worſhip that Image,then anopenD | 
is madefor any Image-Worſhip,providing the 
tentionof the Worſhipper, be not to dire; 
Worſhip to that Image ; If fo thena an neſ 
never {cruple what Image of God or Chriſt] 
made, but fall down before it,and Worſhip GY| 
 Inhis Heart ; If this were true, how weak ſim 
Xen were theſe, that adyentured their Lives 
ther than fall down to Worſhip before any Imaj 
might they not have ſayed their Lives and ſay] 
have no regard to the Image, but intend to Ad 
GOD only in our Hearts; What a poor ſhift wap 
this appear, before the expreſs Command of Gy. 
Diſcharging bowing down before any Image, 
Likeneſs of any thing in Heaven or Earth. | 
' Obpett. Bur if a an were in a Houſe why 
there were: many Images, might not a Man faþ 
ly Worſhip GOD in that Houſe, becauſe ſom 
mages are before him. EE 
Anſw. No Man is to negle& Prayer, or| 
Worſhipping of GOD, tho' the walls of a Ha 
were coyered round with Pi&ures or Images, þ 
-ſfuch Images may be all for Civil Uſes, whet 
| Religious Worſhip. is nothing concerned ; 
others had ſetup theſe Images for religious W 
ſhip, yetifa Man be neceffarly by Proyidend 
{ach a Place, having no other Apartment for W 


4 
( 


| 


i 


E 2.4 
ris, he is tiot for fel; of Image-Worſhip to ne- 
1pÞ&& the indiſpenſable Duty of Prayer or Wor: 
1Vipping GOD, he having no hand in EreQing 
theſe Images nor approveth of them.” 
Bur Firſt, if this ſameMan ſhall behold one of 
nepſe Images, with greater Dele&ation than all 
ſth reſt. Jo FL og 
GQs. The Reaſon of his DeleQation is, becauſe 
1m Image doth moft lively-reprefent the Ob- 
Ve he Intendeth to Worſhip this Image is to him 
Makettum ſrenificative a quo, nn 5 
ayJz, Suppoſing alſo he hath the Advice or it may 
Adthe Command of others to- pitch upon that F- 
'GF4, Whereupon herefolyeth to Worſhip before 
;©fat Image the which Image Is materia Circa quam: 
T5. And leaving all the reſt, he approacheth that 
Wage, and when he hath it-purpoſfly ftraight be- 
1 {Fre him and near to it he Worſhippeth. 
my. In the mear time he faith I purpoſe no Wor- 
{p to that Image but I Worſhip 'GOD before'tt 


I Fdoro Deum ſub bac Figura figuratum, the Quelti- 
14 thus ſtated, the Doubt is eaſily reſolved, and 
2, | the Reader judge, if that manner of Worſhip, 
18 not forbidden expreſly by the Law of G OD; 
| $d whatever Proteſtation be againſt all deference 
”Þ the Image if it be not proteſtatio contraria fatto by 
nach a Man, : 
T7 0bjeft, When we Kneel at the Sacrament, we 


are 


Fas TART —_—_ "wo 
. 
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| 7 EX 
arethen Praying to 8 an d who can be bly 
a wr Fraper® 8} 5 
 efnſw. No Chriſtian will be againſt Pray 
and ina ſpecial manner en ſhould. pray fon 
blefling of that Holy Ordinance, that they oþ 
have true ſpiritual Communion with CHRIY: 
which is not only to be ſolemnly performed ati 
Conſecration of the Elements, but each Comg 
nicant is to be frequent, and fervent in Prayer 
fore they come to the Sacrament ; Yet Praz@ 
not the proper Work of Communicating,. in 
very time when we partake; becauſe the Nay 
of the Work. is to eAedvuate, and Feed upon Chi 
recerving him into our Hearts by Faith, whenf 
: receive the Bread and Wine, and therefore PH 
er not being the Communicants immediat D 
when he is eating-that Bread and drinking of 
Cup, ſo neither can Kneeling be his preſent Di 
 Objeti, Bur weare to Pray always > {| 
 eAnſw., That Praying always is not fo to ba 
derſtood, as ib we were not to allow time for off 
Duties,differing in their Nature. from.Prayer;hh 
are to Belieye, hear the Word, Praiſe &c.4 
theſe are not prayer,fo wearetopartakeof C 
Body and Blood in the Sacrament,,'yet that. 
_ raking is not Prayer, ., F 
It ſhoulid alfo be conſidered that there is 
Difference between ſtated /er time for Pra 


and ſome ſpeedy Ejacmletionsto GOD which: 


« 


bly performed wit Tncetrtbelon to anothet 
FFiy : But to turn the Sacrament, to a ſtated 
rahyer from the Beginning tothe End of Partak- 
on, goeth too near the oyer-turning of the yery 
y gprure of the Sacrament; So that it might be juft= 
IYenquired at any Pefſon who Kneeleth all the 
ate he Partaketh, whither he be Praying all that 
mgpe or not? It he fay that he was not all that 
ene Prajing ; Then it may be demanded why he 
235 ali that rime on his Knees, if not about imme- 
inet Worſhip as Prayer, if he ſay that he was all 
Tagpt time in Prayer then it-may be faid the Man 
-bgth been at Prayer, rather than Communicating 
engcaule it's impoſſible the Man conutd Communi- 
Pate aright,if he allowed no time for Meditation 
Dgdiſcerning the LORDS Body and receiving of | 
offim Spiritually when he received the Bread and 
IF ine, bur ſpent all the time of Partaking in Pray- ||l 
 þ which by ts Unſealonableneſs diyerterh the || 
bapol from its'imamediat Duty. 1m 
off The comfortleſs. Original of Kneeling at-the 
r;Þrds Supper, is alfo to be remembred coming in 
c$th Popiſh Tranfabſtantiation : And. Papiſts do 
-kÞt frankly tell the World thar if they did not be- 
reve CHRIST'S Corporal Preſence in the Sacra- 
Fent rhey would allow it ao YVorſhipping-Po+ 
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= Our 4th. NM I: Fall the $2» ofiþd 
Croſs in Bapriſm, becauſe it's performed ayſ / 
AC of V Vorſhip withour Divine Inſtitution 3 $k 
therefore cannot approve of it as a warrant 
Adminiſtration,bur Judge it vain Worſhip Diff! 
proved of GOD. ts ? , 4 

' Herearethree things to be conſidered diſtinf' 
ly, TI. Thatas the Sign of the Croſs is UſeQ 
Bapriſm'ir is Worſhip. 2. That it is VVorſ« 
without any Inſtuution of GO D. And, 3. Ty: 
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therefore it is Unwarrantable, Jot 
' Forthe Firſt thatirs VVorſhip is evident, Pc 
cauſe by the Sign of the Croſs Perſons are ſoletp 
Iy Dedatedto GOD, the which Dedica' ion iſ 
its own Nature an AC of VVorſhip. For, $q 
' This Dedication is an actual ſolemn Acknowle Fu 
ment of GODS Soveraign- Dominion, Right tc 
Title to the Perſons ſo Dedicated, and theref&c 
is'preſent Homage rendred to GOD whichpe 
VVorſhip. 2ly, This Dedication'is dire&edſb 
GOD and terminats in Himand therefore is Wk 
ſhip, for a deliberat Solemn Deyoting of Perſd! 
to GOD cannot be performed without immedF4 
Application preſenting the Perſons to GOD, ff 
ther for Bleſſings, or Services; otherwiſeit W 
beno- Dedication tomim. © EE 
There can be no Eyaſion.for this, nor any' ": 
to Vindicate it from being an A& of VVorſli 
while theſe who Uſe the Sign of the Croſs, off: 
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Oe id RE E 
fþd* declare it to be a Dedicating: Sign."” 
ay] And that the Reader may ſee this Dedication - i 
| Eknowledged take the Biſhops own words forit If 
(Sis ſecond Admonition Appendix page 25 . And 
Th! 0vly Our Church, but all ather Chriftians from the 
4{poStles time, have for this Reaſon looked on making 
infe Sign of the Croſs, as avery fit Inſiance and Decla- 
eQtion of their Glorying m CH RISTS Suffermys, and 
ri$edineſs to follow Him mihem, which is an effeftual 
[Fed:cation of our ſelves to his Seryice, This Afler- 
Jon is highly Uncharitable, for if all Chriſt:ars 
Þice the Apoſtles time have ſo looked upon the 
29gn of the Croſs, rhen it followeth that they are 
it Chriſtians who look otherwiſe on it, the Con- 
» Fquence cannot be ayoided if this Aﬀertion be 
egue : But that which theſe words are quoted fot 
to prove that the Sign of the Croſs isuſedfora _. 
f&dication of PeopleroGod, which the Canons'of 
pe Church of England doty alſo affirm Can. 30s - 
dhe words are, ſo that for the very remembrance of 
& Croſs which is very Precious to all them that rightly 
plicve in Feſus Chriſt and in the other reſpefts mentid» 
dF, the Chnrch of England hath retained ſtill the Syn 
Ft in Baptiſm, following therem the Primitive and A- 
 Ffolical { brrches, and accomnng it a Lawfull ofte 
$4 (eremony.and hgnourable Badge whereby the In- 
Wt 5 Dedicated to the Service of Him that dyed npon 
| Crof. S, AS by the words uſed 1 the Book of A 0799701; - 
r4jer if may appear. nn wn 
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- 


es ned 
- Nefarthey Notice ſhal be taken of theſe wdgh: 
ar-preſegt but that they Declare the Sign off 


lj Croſs to bea Dedication of Infants to the Sergſe 
lil of CHRIST, and this Dedication to GOD ba: 
confeſſed is ſufficient to Prove it Worthip ; ]t: 
Offermgs made and given to GOD were alwagd 
parts of Worſhip,  _ C0 
| The ſecond Thing is that this Worſhip by Jr! 
Sign of the Croſs, is wthout any Divme Inſti? 
ow, Which will be acknowledged by all who qr 
fider what Divine Inſtitution is, and where wt 
tobe found ; If the Scriptures be wholly Silf 
never mentioning, neyer Commanding any ih 
Sign to be Uled, either by expreſs Words, of 
ny true Conſequence, then it can have no Dit 
Jaſtitntion : But no'colour for it can be foun$ 
the whole Book of G OD, therefore it wantf 
Divine Jaſtitution : If Men could ſhow any Ft 
ſcription forit, we would Debate it no more. þ 
- Bar ſeing the Sign of the Croſs in Raptiſmp 
deſtityte of all Authoriry from GOD, eitherÞ 
Preceprt, ar Example : We cannot but Jook uffji 
it, as meer Will-Worſhip, and therefore an Ii 
warrantable Adminiſtration in the Chyrch of 
which we cannot Conform to. Which is the th 
Thing to be conſidered. Our Reaſons are, F 
Firſt, The Law of God is Perfe& nnto which 
"REI. muſt zor ad Deut. 4.2. It pleaſeth God to give 
MEE -Perfe& Rule far our Worſhip, as to the QbjeM 


= ' 
'Grable, and the FF of Worfhip He-requireth 
Wf4 pleaſing to Himſelf, and the yery Xanner of 
reſorſhip acceptable to Him; And whatſoever 
bat: Lerh not according tothis Law weare oblig- 
; to Rejet as having no Light init, /ſaiab 8. 20, 
vaad therefore finding nothing in the Laws of 
PD for ſuch Worſhip as is impoſed by the Sign 
yſthe Croſs we cannot Comply withit Is 
taj21ly, We find inthe Scriptures the LORD de» if 
 epring his Indignation againſt all Worſhip thatls 
> tht commanded by Himſelf, Jer. 7. 31.eAndthey 
ilgve Built the High. Places of Tophet &c. which 1 
 {hmmanded them not neither came it into my Heart. So 
Fr. 19, 5. The ſame Guilt is charged inlike man- 
11gr becaule zh2 LORD (ommanaed it not, nor ſpake 
nor Came it into iis e Mind, It will be no Evaſi- 
nth for any Man to ſay, that the Evils mentioned 
' Ftheſe Scriptures were Groſs and Abominable1- 
. Platries, becauſe whatever Diſplealure GO D 
mpgdagainſt theſe Execrable Influmanities, and1- 
erÞlatries; Yet it pleaſeth Him to Declare, that 
ufllis 20 Commanding ſhould have been ſufficient to 
| deter them from all ſuch PraQices : What can 


mare plain, chen that GOD maketh that the 
thFry Reaſon why there ſhonld haye been no ſuch 
 Yorſhip becauſe He did not Command it? And 
:bÞis is written four our Inftru&tion to make ns ab- 


of 


ein not only from all- Worſhip contrary to the 
Ford of GOD, but that alſo which is befges, or 
ay w:t hot 


JS Tor (4) ad 
s:thout the Word of o0D : And ſhewethitt 
Dangerous unſound Divinity, that if Aen.dc 
Ad or Worſhip contrary to the Word of GQ 
therefore they are in the way of GOD 8 appt 
ed of Him. Prey gn = TT 7 
*  3ly, That Worſhip without-Inſtitution is H 
_ Tawfull, is clear by that /plain and full Watnh 
given by Chriſt himſelf Matth: 15. o 7s vai 
they Worſhip Me teaching for Doftrincs th: C 
manaments of Men: Where we may fee thar all iþ 
Worſhip as hath nothing forits Authority buth, 
Commandments of Men, . is Vain, and therech 
w1ll not be accepted of GOD: This Script 
hath ſo much Light and Brightneſs coming f« 
from Him who is the Light of the World, ant 
ſo plainly againſt che Inventions of Men inf 
Worſhip of GOD,that ſome having no other y 
to Defend themſelves, give no other Anſwer | 
that this Scripture is the common Cant of I 
ſenters ; Bur is thft an Anſwer that Men dare g 
an Account of ro GOD > Wharta poor Shift i 
this be found when Men fhall be Judged, for « 
truding what Worſhip they pleafeupon the H: 
Majeſty of GOD. x i þ 
 Andfrom this ſame Scripture Weare yet 
ther inſtructed, that Yam Worſhip, -beareth | 
Name of Worſn;p,not that it is accepted Worſh 
but preſumed, by ſuch as offer ic: Which 
maketh Null the Evaſion of theſe who kno 
7 | Un 


t thi Religious CE have no Authority 
dalthe Commandments of Men ; Therefore do 
5Jcall them Worſhip,ſometimes ſaying they are 
PB ſubſtantial Worſhip, ſometimes not tmmediat 
 b/hip, ſometimes not proper porſhip, as en in 
'S Jubt what to call them, and afraid ro give them 
nhwfulla Name as Worſhip, yet bei#g obtruded 
"2 OD as Worſhip, they Kor tnat Denominati- 
lik, The Evidence of this doth yet farther ap- 
uthr if we conſider,thatthe moſt ample Commil- 
reth given to Goſpel-Miniſters, is to Teach the 
tptervation of whatſoeyer Chriſt himſelf hath 
 fqnmanded, Matth, 28. 20, Teaching them: to ob- 
ange all Things whatſoever I have commanaed you, 
infe Ainiſters are inſtructed to Adbere to their 
r yſters Commands neither imperiouſly to Im- 
cr Je Commands of their own upon the Confcien- 
{ Th of Chriſtians, nor the Commands of other 
e gn : Their Commiſſion for DoQtrine, Worſhip, 
it Fcipline, Governmert, and PraQtice,  eXten- 
r gg no further thanObedience to the Commands 
H@EThriſt; Which doth alſo farther confirm that 

þ not ſufficient, that what we pregend as Ser- 
2tife to Him be not againſt his Commands bur 
h Stall Chriſts Worſhip and Service muſt have 
r{ Aathority of his own Commands ; Whereby 
hA&manifeſt chat no Miniſter hath Power to Re- 
owe much lefs under Penalties ro command rhe 
eo: STIs Perfor- 


| 70 ) F 
Performance of ſuch Serviee, and Atts of Way 
as their Afaſter hath no where required,and w 
he urgeth ſuch Obedience he Aceth wit! 
Commiſhon, and not as the Seryant of Chriſt; 
therefore every Miniſter of Chriſt ſhould by 
readineſs to ſatisfie the Conſciences of the Ped 
of GOD, that what he Impoſerh muſt be Per 
med, becauſe his after hath Commanded 
We ſpeak not now of common Circumſtances 
due Decency and Order, which are not effer 

to Worſhip ; Theſe are not the Debate nor ſhe 
be ſcrupled providing there be not an oyer-ſt 
ching of Decency and Order, and thereby \ 
AQs of Worſhip Introduced and Impolſed 
which Caſe we are not oblig'd ro blind obedie 
And it's yery remarkable that on theſe Terr 
Teaching to Obſerve whatioever CHRIST | 
commanded He promiſerh to be witly his Ser 
to the End of the World 3 As therefore Mini| 
would expe& Diyine Affiftance and Countenaf 
rhey muſt cloſly Adhere. unto and be Limite 
his Commifhon in his own. Seryice, Judi 
+ Mc elanttbon lamented that e Men ttuder(tood m 
greatneſs of that Sm to forge Worſhip without a 
mandof GOD; And who can Love GOD,ani 
Honour but lament the ſame ? For if we 
\ his being LORD of his own Worſhip, we gg 
far in denying Him to be our LOAD and Lay 
yer, orthat Heis concern'd how He be Wor! 
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og which is no better; is declared hinelf 
: Þ ſpecial manner Jealous as to his Worſhip. 
Tikrned and Pious eFAnguſtm Epiſt. 119. Com- 
[t;\ineth bitterly not only againſt rhe growing 
| b@@ber of Ceremonies in his time but againſt the 
PeQure of them, that they were quaſi obſervationes 
'clhraments ſervilia Onera & reſecande that they 
ied obſerved as Sacraments, flawſh Burdens, andto 
=EStut off ; Tet theſe Ceremontes of e Mens Invention 
leffe /o pleaſing to corrupt Nature, andbegun m his 
ſhe 70 be ſo Conntenanced, that he ſaith ibid, Lebert- 
r-lpzprobare non audee, 1 dare not more freely reprove 
7 Io ſpeaking as a Man opprefſed with Grief for 
ed Additions made, and Cerruptions in the 
dieprſhip of GOD, and declared his Deſire, that 
rtf en would content themſelves with that which ths 
I Qrptare requireth in the Service of GOD, 
ervJA 2d. Keaſon, Why weexcepr againſt the Uſe 
ififithe Sign of the Croſs, is becauſe it's made a 
enalber Dedrcation of the ſame Perſons already De- 
1tefated ro GOD in Bapriſm, and therefore caſteth 
dic Impuration of inſafs ciency on rhe inſtirured De- 
7 #Fation performed in Baptite ; For if baptiſmal 
ta Qdication were not preſuthed ro be imperfe& 

,anÞy is there another Dedication immediatly. ad 

e Ydrothe firſt, Fur 
> g4For Clearing and Vindicating this Exceprion- WM 
Am being a groundleſs Scruple let ir be eonfide-' IM 
orfd : That ir's Agreed on all Hands. in. tht Sacra | 
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ment of Baptiſm, x nt; baptized are D@a 
cated ro GOD ; This the Author acknowledgya 
Appendix to his 2d, Admonition page 16. 1Þ! 
_ Baptiſm is a Bond,and Dedicates us to GODS Serr 
+ ..2e This being the Dedication which CHRY! 
hath Appointed by his own Ordinance, is thFr 
fore Full and Compleat as to Sacramental D@ 
cation, | 11 
- 3. If all that is neceſſary be compleatedſe 
*Chriſts own [Inſtitution and Ordinance of Bp 
tim, as to Repreſentation, Application, ©; |}: 
gation, Dedication, and Confirmation 3 SoP! 
as concerns the Nature of a Sacrament; Then th 
1s.no' need of any adventitions A& deviſedFÞV 
Aten'to make that more Perfett,which Chrilt be 
already done by his own Ordinance ; . And whe 

IS Attempted, no Man can Excuſe itof arguft 
Chriſts own Ordinance to be Imperfet. | 
--- 4. Andit ſhould be particularly oblerved, 
the Dedication pretended by the Sign of Ft 
' Croſs, is either as to its Nature, the ſame De 
cation performed by Baptiſm already,or itis fap 
ew Dedication and of another Nature: If the 
that is the ſame Dedication, then let a Reaſorþ 
given by any whocan, why a Sactarental DF 


WW! - cation may or can be warrantably Reiterated,F| 
[|| 13 | RTE » . TS AAS 
WET | ithe Perſons Baptized are thereby declared MY; 
Wi! bers of the Catholick viſible Church, poſletf 


WH: © -ofher Priviledges, and dedicated ro GOD ; F 


wi 


Dg@at Authority then = "his Dedication be Rei- 
lefated ? For Miniſters have no Commiſſion 
[pm Chriſt, to Perform this Dedication Aini- 
rrially and Sacramentally in his Namc but once, 


&Þþ more thenPerſons can be twice initiated Mem: 


hgrs of the Catholick Church, except the firſt be 
Dgde Void and Null, © Sau 
[?Tf it be faid that the Dedication by the Sign of 


de Croſs is of another Nature than the Dedicati- | 


"Bp by Baptiſm, -eAvrſw. 7. I's granted we do 
Opt Baptize the Perſons again,and you have other 
oprds when ye uſe the Sign of the Croſs, and you 


thpot the Inſtitution for it which ye have for Bap- ” 


dym; Yet by the Sign of the Croſs you Dedicate 
bye ſame Perſons to Chriſt and his Service, whom 
he Dedicated before by Baptiſm to Him and his 
>1tryice and immediatly after Bapriſm,in the ſame 


Þmplex Worſhip, Bur,  2dly, Suppoſe your | 


, Fiditional Dedication be of another Nature by 


F fhat Authority do you add to his Work whole 
Dork is perfef > Baptiſm being ſufficient for all 


{a Holy Ends by Chrifts Inſtitution, and particy- 
effly obliging us to Him and his Service, doth it 


olÞt argue by your Pra&ice a Deficiency in the Sa- 


Jqament ? And therefore muſt be helped immedi- 


I,Þy by a New Dedication for which thereis no mp 


Migadow of Divine Authority, _ —— 
eff ObjebF. But albeic we be Dedicated to the Lord 
- FBaptiſm, is it nor Jawfnll, yea neceſfary'thatwe 
wh” L.2 
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FRI Covenant with Him. | ] 
FFI —  <-£:/w. No doubt but baptized Perſons ſhoy, 
TRAIT! after Baptiſm,when capable give their own ſelþ 
: | 4 to. the LORD, and renew Covenant with Hig: 
| | ll But this will not help the matter, for Peoples fi 
BB anddeliberat giving up themſelves tothe LON 
I ||| fl = afar different thing, from another fans Det; 
Wh! cating and Giving them to the LORD ; Whe 

HIFI Perfofiis dedicated ro the LORD by Baptiſm 
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the eMmiſters AQ in the Name of CHRIST, I 
when'the Man Deyotes or Dedicates himſelf, 
the LORD it's the «A ans own AK: The Qu 
{tion under Debate is not what the People the 
ſelves may doingiving themſelves to the LOA 
3nd his Service or what a Parent may doin Deg 
cating his Child to the LORD but what Miniſt 
may. watrantably do in the Name of CHRIST, 
the Dedication of athers; And this Dedicat 
Ean never be made in the Name of Chrift, but 
Commiſhon from Himſelf. | 
ij . A394. Reaſon of our excepting againſt the Si 
| .of the Croſs, is tyat it's male n{e of for the ma 
extcrable [dolatries ; And being in i; ſelf but a 
mane Invention, therefore ſhould not be retaing 
It's well known how Papiſts [dolize this dig 
calling it Signum ſalatiferam, and. inthe Rar 
HEL Breyiary. O crux ſalva-preſentem catervam hodie c| 
| MIR, gragaters, and ibid, &f at hoc lignum: fit remedruna) 
L;| | || STS . luta 
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5 ) 
wire geners humans, $9 Croſs is-prayed ut 
| and put in the Room of CHRIST. And: 
1098; Image of the Croſs being made fo Abomi- 
elle an Idol, that it is Adored and Truſted to as 
HD) D, and much more frequented for help ro 
s fſerable Sinners, than Chriſt himſelf : Who cars 
Ke a regard to Chriſts Honour and not deteſt it? 
Jeqan Engine for Dethroning of Chriſt, and Ere« 
hegg an Idol in his Place? Who can have a regard 
m he Commands of the Great GOD diſcharging 
z Jidol-Worſhip, and all Worſhip tro himſelf by 
elfhages, and not abhor it, as Rebellion, Afﬀeont- 
01 and Our-daring, his Commands, w 
nefonſider that the Croſs & its Image being made 
JA Papiſts an Obje& of Adoratien, and ſo made 
Jegir [dol-god, it thereby cometh to be of the 
ite Nature (45 ts the Point of Worſhip) with theſe 
T,Þþls of the Heathen, which GO D commanded 
atWDeſtroy, Exod, 23.114. and Chap, 34. 13. (6 
ut Jo Levit. 26. 1. = 

Jt's alſo ro be diligently noticed that Namb. 
Sf. 8. The LORD commanded a fiery Serpent to be 
miup #pon 4 Pole, mine Wilderneſs, that ſuch as were 
2 eu with Serpents looking to # might be healed, this 
ings GODS own Inftitution kurt 2 Kimgs 18. 4. 
vighen the People came ro burn Incenſe to it, and 
rmagereby made iran Idol, Godly Hezehiah broke 
e of pieces calling it Nehaſthan Braſs. : 
aff Now if his Bralen Serpent was: to- be deſtroy. 
14h ed, 


'2 - 76 
&, belng atfirſ Gobd 2 Inſtitution, bee 
itcame to beIdolized; How much more are th 
Idols to be deſtroyed, that never. had any-Beil, 
| but by the /2haginations of Men; The Sign off, 
Croſs had neyer ſuch an honourable Origins br 
the Braſen-Serpent, yet being abuſed to Idolatb 
Itwas to be broken in Pieces; And why not- ; 
Stgn of the Croſs which is noleſs —— 
that Braſen-Serpent : The Remedy that GODS 
pointed was notto Purge it from all Idolatrf 
Uſes, bur let it ſelf remain, as ſome ſay of 
Croſs, we willnot 1dolize i it but aoperchetela 
will ſtill retainit : Might not the Iſraelites wh 
better reaſon have ſaid ſpare the Braſen-Serpeſþ 
GOD himſelf appointed! it, and we will burn 
more Incenſetoit ; Nay but that Wiſdom whih 
cometh from aboye ſaith otherwiſe, let it be 
hen m Pieces that it be no more any occaſion af: 
dolatry : :And.ſo ſhould the Sign' of the Croſf 
' ſerved,the Honour due to GOD only,being t! tral 
ferred -- 

That Memorable ning of Biſhop 7- 
cored by Dottor H lumphrey on the Life iD 
of Juel is worth notice if that evil Croſs ſtand we f 
and other Reformed Churches have been ſo c> 
vinced of the Danger of "that enſnaring Sig 
the Crols, thar they have not only ibandonedl 4 
Uſe of it inthe Worſhip of GOD, but leſt it ſho 


be a Temptation to Idolatry ,: haye thro 
. yn 


- CF-3 
c& Croſſes down _ where, which wereE- 
tifted by Papiſts which made the Papift Bretſe- 
ei$ Tom. 3. lib. 3. cap. 6, Saythe Pops Helye- 
dls are diſtinguiſhed from the Reformed by Croſſes on 
nM Temples, and ibid, Ifthe Calvmiſts had not hated 
Latf Croſs they had not thrown them down from the Tops 


. 


their Trrrets. | _ 
Tth4. And this is another Reaſon of our Excep- 
Dig againſt the Sign of the Croſs, that thereby 
trypiſts are hardened in their Idolatries, befides 
ff feir ufing of it, as a common Charm, in moſt of 

[s Fir Actions Sacred or Civil; When they obſerve 
why of the ReformedChurches ſtill Retaining and 
peging that Sign, are ready-to take Comfort to 
nikmſelves as if their own Crime were:not great.: 

hiþd as'it is an occaſion of hardaing-them in their 

: Fay, foit proveth an Offence and.Grief-to many 
 afzrers of GOD, 'who dare nor for fear of offen- 
!Þg GOD, Comply with it, accounting'the uſe 
rajitinthe Worſtip of GOD an high Encroach- 

| Enton the Prerogative of Our LOR Dand Law- 
er; This is it which made a German Divine la- 

ut over as, that the Croſs ſiuck among #s in the be- 
f@ning of our Reformation, ſaymy it proved'a (THx a 
cſs and Grief inaced, to many Godly e Mimſters and 
 Meople : And werethereno other Bar in the Way 
aFmany, this of it ſelf would block up their Way 
oSm Conforming. I 
ro's, By the Sign of the 
Ci 
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el 
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Croſs the: Honour due: 
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_ Chriſt as Gal. 6. 14. ſoalſoit fignifieth thef 
Grime of Chriſt as inthe 1 2th. verſe if the ſame(| 
Sometimes by the Croſs is fGgnified the «A 


| piece of Wood 1s bonourably mentioned, 1s A : 


Him who dyed upon. the Crols, yet no Hef" 


a 
.v Chriſt Crucified 4 is transferred from F 
and conferred upon a prece of, Wood; Whicl 
videncly appeareth by Papiſts dire&ing tÞ 
Frayers to the Croſs it ſelf, Bellarmm {auth th 
are three Thegs figuified by the Croſs, 1. Lagm' 
@. imago. 3. Imago m acre efformata, (| 
would think, the meaning of rhe firſt miſf 
tufſice to render the tyvo following. uſg! 
for it being but a {:ch, with what Face can a Rf! 
glous Image be madeofit> And an Image inſ\ 
Air appeareth a meer {timera, for nondum fort 
formanas evaneſcit m auras, but the Honour conf! 
red onthe Croſs by others who are not Papf! 
appears. to be founded on the Miſapplicatioq® 


theſe Scriptures,where the Croſs is mentioneC 


Firſt, By the Croſs is fignified the Dear 


ons that the Followers of Chriſt ſhall ſuffer fo! 
Names Sake as Aftth, 10.38. it fignifieth alſoſ® 
owaterial Waog or Tree apon which Chriſt ſuſfel | 
fo e MH atth. 2*7, ZYs Now ro apply that whit at 


{ſpoken of Chriſts Death, Do&rine &c. roÞ 


piece of Woodrannot be juſtified : The Crof? 
Chriftis mentioned with Honour, therefore 


ced Conſequence; Though all Honour bed 


3h be due to the Crofe 7 Gt or- its aery Repre- 
cytation, bur rather the contrare, as a paſſive In. 

ment of bis Sufferings : The Papiſts ſpecially 
Commentators on T hom. their Angelicus Dov 
Ir lay that Fundamentum Cultus Cruces quia teligit 


LE Chriſti the Foundation of the Crofſes Wor- 


nip is becauſe it touched the. Budy of Chriſt, 'a_ 


ſg:full Foundation for ſuch a StuQture, but ſuch 
Riundation fuch Bailding : if that which rouch- 


injChriſts Body can Found either Worſhip or a 


n {Religious Deference,then as f ome Divines ob= 
>nfre Why not allo the Spear that-pierced that Pre 
aphus Body, for that was nearer to it than the 
ogoſs? Why not the Nas that pierced his Hands 
e@ Feet: Theſe alſo were nearer than the Tree, 
affft imaginable thata true Lover of Chriſt could 
\e 21d thar Spear or theſe Nails without Indigne- 
z2e(n, gather then any Love or Regard to them, 
ſve ſay of the Croſs onr bleſſed Redeemer was 
fot £9 Open Shame and Ignominy before the 
ſoforld by bis Dying ona Tree, that being an ac» 
Tefled Death, what deference then. can be dueto 
nie Tree, which was a paſhve Inſtrument of, his 
roÞominy his malicions Enemies deſiring He 
ralght be Crucified, becauſe it was a painful ſhame- 


r# Death; There being ſeveral other ways allows. 


. o by the Roman Laws for executing the Cots 
d&vned : And-that He thus Dyed by the de» 


leffwira: Counſelof GOD, faith riothing.ascothe 


— — wm 


M ___ Malice. 
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Malice of thoſe who 6 okr Els ſhame, nor. 
lt be ſaid that the Tree was ſanCified by touchifq) 
of his bleſſed Body, no more than the Spearſ,q! 
Nails, no more than the curſed Lips of Judas,] 
the contadt of Chriſts bleſſed Lips, when he 
ſed him: And therefore We may ſafely conc! 
that no Deference is due to that Tree, or its 4:1) 
maze. 
6. This alſo maketh our Exception againſt} c; 
Sign of the Croſs appear the more Juſt and Ry. 
tional, becauſe when this Sign is uſed, ir's ſq, 
to be a Token that the Perſon fo figned hereafhſ, 
he ſhall: not be aſhamed, to Confels the Faith 
_ Chriſt Crucified, and Afanfully ro Fight under Þq 
Banner : This we except againſt becauſe ther , 
no Ground to belieye that ſuch an Effe&, as tl, 
Manfull Fighting, ſhall attend the ſaid Sign : th; 
cauſe Firſt, The Signit ſelf cannot produce this Thr 
feft, having no inherent Power or Virtue to plha] 
_ duceit; This will be acknowledged by all P&if 
teſtants though Bellarzz ib 2. de Imaginibus Sna1 
30. Saith that the Croſs hath an efficacious Power flpy 
pria Virtute & opere operato : but our Friends offha 
nother Per{waſion, will not Joyn with him in tif} 

2. Since the Sign of the Croſs of it ſelf hathha 
inherent Power and Virtue to produce this Eff 
that ſuch as are ſigned by it, ſhall Fight manfſy ; 
&'s. then this Efficacy muſt be by ſome Promifho 
'GOD, tothe Sign of the Croſs ; but uo ſuch Fr} 


m2 © Eo On 
Ge can be made SO in the Book of GOD, for 

OD did neyer either Command the Sign of the 
roſs to be.uſed, nor promiſed any Bleſfing by it. 
+0 3, Ifit be ſaid rhar ſuch a Bleſſing is hopeftul- 


expected, becauſe the Sign of the Croſs is-uſed 
upr a ood End, <Anſiy. But if there be no Ground 
Jpr our Hope, and no Foundation from GOD for 
kca Expectation, then the Hopes vain: Seing 
Fcannot be expeRted in Faith, 24. Suppole it be 
Þr a good End, that the Sign of the Crols is U- 
+, yet thar is not ſufficient : For Goſpel-cAdmi- 
Þ//rations, muſt have Gofpel-Rales, And Holy Ex- 
WYettations, muſt be Founded on the Promiſes of 
þOD. = JE Hana 
4 4. The fighing with the Crols is faid to beaTo- W 
Tt; that the Perſon ſo ſigned ſhall not be aſhamied | 
ſc, this importeth no leſs, then that this Token 
Sr Sign is ſo ſure, that it's ſignatum viz. that be 
fall manfully Fight, ſhall follow the Sign;other- 
riſe whyis it ſaid that this is a Token, he fhall 
Fnanfully Fightas to the Event, whereas it's found 
Þy manifold Experience, that this not being a- 
Hamed of Chriſt Crucified, and manfull Fighting 
loth not always attend the Sign of the Croſs, for 
Fnany ſuch has turned Atheiits and eApoRtats, 
q 5. Ifitbe ſaid that the Sign of the Croſs is or. - 
$7 an obliging $ipn, that the-Perſon ſo figned muſt | 
not be aſhamed of Chriſt crucified &c, Anſw, x5. 1h 
There is great Difference between theſe two, he | 
M 2 ſhall | 
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Foull. hot be ns and he ſhoald not or fit 
not be aſhamed, the firſt engageth the Fatrry, 
of that which is betokened, that it ſhall be; 4 1 
ul <theſecondis but a meer Declaration of Duty. ſi 
ll: 2.The Perſon baptized according to Chriſtsu 
10 Mftitution is thereby ſufficiently obliged, as to. 
fl: Ccramental Obligation already and no Man hath | 
f thority, to impoſe another Obligation, in qV 
fame Complex ſacramental Aion. VU, 
| Theſe are ſome of the Reaſons that it's hop 
Ml 'willjuſtifie our not Complying with the Signk/ 
Wy theCroſs in Baptiſm, and may fatisfie thoſe ofþs/ 
[© nother Perſwalſion that we do not indulge peeviy 
Scruples againſt it but are over-awed with th 
Word of GOD, not daring to add to it, or off 
any Worſhip which He nath not commanded. 


f 


--  Qur5th, Exception is your peremptory requi 
ing'the Re-Ordination of our Miniſters, otherwh 
IH by your Laws they ſhall be no Aſiniſters amoſp 
(i - you, nor to any others ſo far as your Power |. 
Mill reach; And this we judge a reje&ing of us altog 
ther,and 4 manifelt Injury to the Church of GO! 
Jl for firſt. our Miniſters of the Presbyterian Perſwp 

" fion areEle&ed, and Ordained according rotÞþ 


Will. Rales of Scripture, the PeopleElefting & aPresbfe 
M85. Ordamieg ; It were good if you were ableſ 
WE-- fay as much for your ſelves. PR 
WH '-- 2. As our Afiniſters Ocdiny ion is Scriptari 


p "_ 
Yi is the ſame Otdination = aid practif | 
{ by the Reformed Churches Abroad allowing |} 
4 Biſhops Superior ro Presbyters, as appears 
zinly by their Confeſſions of Faith, of which | 
's a may now take a taſte, - Ss: 
B | 


- ThePrench Confeſſion Art, 30, 't 
K I's Belzeve tht the Trae (hurch ought to be Gover. 

1, by that Regiment or Diſcipline, which Oar Lord 
2} L Chriſt bath & - ſtabliſhed, viz, That there be in 
nkſtors, Elders end Deacons, We Believe that all true 
ofeſtors i whatſoever Place the) be placed wave the 


vine and equal eAnthoruy amang themſelues given uns 
$hens _ [ſ as Chriſt the only Head. 


Mft 


| The Confeſſion of Belgia Art. 31, 
_ | In whatſoever Place of the World the AL miſters of 
Ju m_ of GOD ao keep, they. have all of them the 
wine and equal Power and eAmbortty, being all of 
os; equally the e Miniſters of Chriſt the only HIVE! 
© Head and Biſhop of the Church, | 
g 
0] 


Thelatter Confeſſion of Helvetia, 
The Power that 15 gruen to the e/W mifters of the 
0 urch, is-the ſame and alk 1m all, in the beginning 
oF Biſhops or Elders aid wit!) a common { onſent and 
efbour Govern the Church, Z e Man fits up hims- 
Bi above another. 
A Thele and the like C: efifions; of other Re- 
formed 
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formed Churches are the publick Standard F' 3 


AuthentiGue Teſtimony of their Judgement; AÞ® 


therefore the priyat Sentiments of a few late FQ'" 


retgn Divines, writing in Favour of another (P'f 
vernment of the Church, whether by Miſ-infÞ#P 
mation, or declining from their own profeſſf®! 
Principles, are not to be valued 5 Though ſo! ap 
are now at great Pains to ſcrape together,if notP/ 

procure Epiſtles from Forreigners approving! ſt 


Epiſcopal Government, and fo to impoſe on t* 


credulous, a belief that the Churches Abroad * 
of the ſame ſind ; But the publick Records ul 
theſe Churches are a permanent Teſtimony agaifſ*' 
them-ſo that it's evident the Government of th” 
Churches being by Miniſters in parity of pow lt 
there can be no Epiſcopal ordination among theq®* 
3- If Ordination performed by Miniſters in gp" 
rity of Power be not valide, but Null and Voſp"' 
for, the want of Prelacy, then their Miniſteri a 
Adminiſtrations are alſo null & void, as perforf g 
ed by non habentibus Poteſtatem, and if ſo then th rc 
great Body of Proteſtants have neither lawff® 
Paſtors to Feed them, nor due Adminiſtration] 4 
Sacraments, nor are ſo much as profeſſed Chrilf' 
ans, wanting Baptiſm the publick Badge of Chi" 
ſtianity ; For if Miniſters be not lawfully Auth 
rized and Ordained,they cannot warrantablyBIP" 
rize in the Name of the Father, Son, and Hif* 


Wi Ghoſt: (it being a Profanation of that Ordinanf® 


85.) 
Fr any others to Adninter it) Let us then make 
up polition that a baptized Member of the Re- 
z&rmed Churches Abroad, ſhould ſeriouſly. en- 
Fire at any of you, whether he were Lawfully 
prized or not ( for you give him Occaſion to. 
Doubt whether ſuch a Miniſter had Authority to 
yEptize him) what would be your Anſ{wer,if you 
thy he was not lawfully baptized, becauſe the Mi- 
> filter wanted Epiſcopal-Ordination :; then you 
jake your ſelves Schiſmaticks of the highcſt 
Jorm, Unchurching ſo many True Churches of 
Abrift : And if you ſay he was lawfnlly Baptized, 
jþ<nthe ſiniſter who baptized him was lawfully 
\$r4ained, and if he was lawfully Ordained by Mt- 
dilters in parity of Power Abroad, why then are 
-Jot Ainifters lawfully Ordained at Home being 
Prdained inthe ſame manner, without Fpiſcopal 
Frdination; Andif lawfully Ordained why is Re- 
4:nation required : If you will pleaſe patiently to 
&fle&t on your own Way as to the Point of Re- 
fSrdination it will be hard ro make one part of it 
glonſiſt with another, for if ye own the Goſpel-Ad- 
 Þiniſtrations of Miniſters Ordained without a_ 
:$iſhop, you are thereby engaged to own their Or- 
ination as valide: And that yoado acquieſcein 
heir Goſpel Adminiſtrations as valid is manifeſt, 
or inſtance, if one baptized by a Presbyter who 
Fever had Epiſcopal-Ordination, ſhall come to 
Fa Member of yqur Communion you requireno 
___ Re-bap- 
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Re-baptiſing, and if ye haye other Pre-requ 


__ 


Fa) —_ 
- p ” o 

for Contwmation, ye will confirm and adrait If, 
to the Lords Supper, and if afterward he |, 
ripen farther, and be qualified for Church-( 
ders, you will make a Miniſter of him this ; 
many other Inſtances, are ſufficient to Prove y, 
convinced and fatisfied that the Goſpel-Admll 
{trations of ſuch Miniſters are Yalide, before G(, 
and Man : Let the Reader then Judge how « 
Congruous 1t 13 for you to require their Re-org 
nation, after upon the matter you have acknd,, 
ledged the validity of their Ordination already 
a l i * 

4. We humbly offer it to Conſideration, th, 


a Biſhop over Presbyters not being by Divine | 


ſtitution, hath no greater Power in Ordinary; 
than any other Goſpel-Aſiniſter, becauſe all &, 


Power he hath by Commiſſion is as 4 Presbyterg 


Scriptural Biſhop, and as ſuch, all ſuch, haygh 
gual I1iniſterial Power granted by the Goſy 
Charter, as hath been abundantly evinced alty 
dy, - and therefore Ordination is as yalide with$ 
a Biſhop, as with him, ifaPresbytry Ordah 
Which is the Scripture Patern: And many Inſt 
.ces might be giyen of the Ordination of 4 
fters without a Biſhop, G#laf.in a&.Concil Nidl 
eAſſerteth that Presbyters Ordain though the Biſha 
wet preſent and Ambroſe on the Ephel. ſaith the 
and your own Biſhop Siulkng fleet in his Iten. pſ 
$0, 38. affordeth youplenty of ſuch Inſtan 
: WIR 


_ 
Were Ordmation of po was performed 
 Frboura Biſhop : And though the Kingdom of 
Fotland did early receive the Chriſtian Faith ye 
$ - find by fohanes e Ml ajot ae geſts Scot. lib, 26 
 ÞÞ. 2. That there.was no Epiſcopal Oramation mthat 
* Worrch be fore An; 470. andtoat they were inſtrnFea 
% Epiſcopis; So Fordon Scot, Chron. lib. z.cap.s. 
TYte Pallads adaventum habebant Scott fide: Dobtores, 
f ISacramentorum eAiniſtratores, Presbyteros ſolums 
OIÞdo. vel Mfonachys rium ſequentes Ecleſie pronitrve 
"Gi Teachers, and fach as adminiſtred rhe Sacra« 
\ Ents were only Presbyters or AZonks, following 
 Cuſtorn of the primitive Church. ' 
eE- - 
AfHaving now diſcovered fome of rhe ſtrongeſt 
1 ols-bars that are laid in our Way obſtruing 
jr Communion in Worſhip, with the eſtabliſhed 
VSurch: We ſhal comealittle.nearer the propo- 
"Fa Lucry, being required to give it a poſitive 
altÞ{olution.: And as hitherto ſo GOD willing in . 
thfhar remains, nothing ſhall be ſaid in Heat or 
daktterneſs, but with that Temper and Modera- 
Sn, which becometh Chriftians ſenfible of the 
"Fo, by our continued Rent and Diviſions : only 
lithe Matters of GOD, it's not in our Power ts 
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Pe and go at pleaſure; But that nothing- 
{4 wanting on our part for convincing. arid 
' Ppfible ſatisfying. all concerned : We fbatt ad£ 
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_ ments adminiſtred intheir native Simplicity, + 


. therefore have no Reaſon to Deſert our own, F 


58 
cerfiing fixed oy es the. Pariſh Chi 
- thes.. Secondly, Concerning occafonal ComnP? 
fiion, And Laſtly, When theſeof oor Perſi Ne 
oh want Miniſters of their own. yea 

For the Firſt, We humbly Aſert that 4 in $* 
Gonnanion whereof weare Trebics our Milf'< 
{ters are Eleted, and Ordained according to Sd" 
pture-Patera; VVe have the VVord and Sad þ 


£urity according to the Rule of the Goſpel : 


A 
1 


Joyn in another Communion wherein ſo m 
Adminiſtrations are exceptionable as hath b* 
already in{truked; And be not offended if y 
Afſert farther the Way of our Worſhip to be! tt 
only more agreeable to the Scripture, but alſoF®t 
bear a greater Semblance, tothe primitive (ha 2 
iti Her pureſt Ages, though Antiquity be off 
pretended ag the ſtrength of your Cauſe : 'It vl 
the Advice ofa Great Man of your own Perſw; 
on, t-2at you ſpouid not zo too far back, leſt you be fl: 
peeking - ward the Scots Presbytery, | , 

2. Scing GOD inhis great Mercy, batbf n 
{rowed ons his Miniſters, and Ordinances in f 
rity, witH6ut the mixture of humahe Inventid 
Ind hath by his good Hand upn us ever fincelf 
eformation, kept us in the Poſſeſſion of th 
his great Benefits (though not always an: 
- berry for publick OOO? WE ſhould iſ 


L. 


i 
$01 


po 


ea 


ge cannot now refile- from that degree of -Refor- | 
Sation, which GOD hath mercifully brought us 
Into without ſfinfull Defe&ion-on .our Part, but 
Fratefully retain what we have attained unto, not 
g:ring to take the Guilt upon us of deſerting pure 
:Frdinances and Joyn with others, unleſs you can - 

Jonvince us that our Exceptions are Groundleſs, 
&f glve ſufficient Reaſon for {nach Conyicion, 
Fhich Weare alwayes ready to Hear. - But bare 
1$1:17 they are Groundleſs, cannot convince us: . 
#1 be ſaid tharneither your Church-Communt- 
& nor ours is fully Perfe&,it ſhall be readily grat- 
$d,yet we are commanded to hold faſt that which 
$Good, and to ſtand faſtin the Liberty where- 
Fita Chriſt hath make us free, -and not be #1 
fgled again with the Yoke of Bondage.  *:-: 
3+ If there were nothing in Difference betweefl 
pc wo Communions, but things [narfferent which 
Sight be done, or not done without Sin, then we 
Sovfeſs there were no Caule to-keep up fepafats 
Sfemblies, but one ſhould be made of both : But 
1s nota Matter of indifferency. what Goyeritt- 
gent of the Church,a Chriſtian is obliged to ownz 
id ſubje&t to by the Laws of Chriſt, nor can if 
ga Matter indifferent, what Worſhip aMan ren- 
Freth to GOD, whether commanded or not? 
any IgnorantPgopleare delnded by telling: theits 
Þere-is nothing between you andus, but a few 
arrleſs indifferent Ceremonies, that no man ſhoul 


N 2 | make | 
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PTS RE 3 | 
mike Sctuple of ; " thereby imprefing this 
with an uncharitable Opinjon of Diſflenters; up - 
Men training at Gnats : But are not ſo juſt ag 47 
tell them that Diſſenters neither think, norgſre, 
chem Indifferent, bur Sf and Prove theme b! 
be {o, being obtruded on GOD as Worſhip, wi th 
out His Command, — bl 

|  4- There is no juſt Cauſe to Cenſure our qhus 
Joyning in publick Worſhip & Communion wing 
you; For ye have caſt #s out of your CommuniP##, 
y the Canons of the Church you Adhereto,.Fho 
appeareth by Cx. 10th, and Can, 11th, wheur 
It's ſaid ſuch as maintam other £M ectings, thengy a: 
allowed by the Laws of the Land, and call themſela 
true Churches aye tobe Excommunicated but fo iter 
that we freely Confeſs frequent Meetings,not 
proved by the Laws of Men, though in no Coſs 
rempt of the Laws, but judged our Selyes bougsr 
rather to Obey GON than Men, and to holdinc 
_ Puthlick Worſhip to GOD for his Glory, and 
awn Edification ; So far as we were not impedier 
by our Perſecuters : And for our being true Chalſſo1 
 Fhes, wedoallo Aﬀert it, being embers of uf} 5. 
 vrue Catholick Church, aJbering to Chriſt ton 
ill _ Hegd, his. Ward, and Ordinances; And as hz: 
| .-.. $f particular Churches, of Paſtors and Peogſſei 
|| - 'Membling together for the Worſhip of GQShu 


It}; ©- Fe integrating parts of the whole, and Canon hus 
Ill -weare aftually Rejeed, becauſe ir's {aid [wcAÞ tl 
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j not with good Conſcience be uſea ang ſubſcribed awe — || 
gre Excommunicated zpſo fatto,” this is hard met * | 
re, for hereby we are Excommunicated before |} 
be heard, and without any Reaſon to convince 
s thatit's a wicked Errour, to Deny the Uſe or 
blcription to thefe Rites and Ceremonies :- But 
jus we ſtand Excommunicated and-ſþhall not aceor- 
ng tothe Canon be reſtored, natill we Repent 
wblickly, and Reyoke ſuch wicked Errours. ; 
Though we cannot be convinced that it is an Hr- 
pur, yet we ſhall not-be reftored,except wecame 
þ as Penitentiares, which is no great Encoy- 
dgement that /»ffering A muſt be ther} 
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ep of our Conformity, if you keep: by your 
ules : And how come ye to nyite, or Quarrel 
þ for not Joyning in your Communion Jeing you | 
H$anot receive us before we ;publickly Repent? 
Ind we in the mean while declare our ſelyes ner 
ty, ſo that we can neither Repent Priyatsly, 
bor Publickly, for denying the Uſe, or Subſcrip; 
on to the Kites and Ceremonies. of the Church. 
| 5, Ir's a great Diſcouragement. to be of your 
Communion, that your Afiniſters enter not their 
barge by the Eleftion 4nd Call of the People, being 
heir Priviledge; by Scriprure-Patern to cbuſe 
hurch-Officers as As 6. The which Priviledge 
Fas allowed and continued for ſeveral Centuries 
C the Primitiye Times, Cyprian: prefieth it with | 
| PE great 


reat Vigour,) and as we beard from him alreaþof 
thara Biſhop or Paſtor, was tobe EleQed, -in rye 
fight of the People, and by the Suffrages of We: 
whole Fraternity: It's thought unreaſonable 4. 
a Manſhould be tonftrained to truſt the HealthYy 1 
- Kis Body, to a Phyſician of whom-he has no knay| 5, 
ledge, whether he be either Skilfult or*Faith Gr ( 
when he may haye others, of whole Judgment thor 
— Fidelity he approveth; How much leſs hould-Mmj 
beforced to truſt the Charge of their Souls; Jai 
Men whom they know not, approve not, nor evyc 
conſented unto.or deſired to be their Miniſtethpt | 
Yetthey muſt take him who is Appointed wif a: 
therthey will orinot, or want if it were to thr. 
Liyesend, they ſhall have no Liberty to EleFF is 
If any Obje& that People may- erre in theirſhp 

_ Ietion: It's ſoon anſwered that ſo may ane Miſt 
errein his peremptory Determinations, as wellhd 
Hutidreds or-Thoufands many of whom np © 
qudicions 'Chriſtians Ratonally defiring, lolÞ, 
Knowledge ofaAfiniſters Gifts, and godly Callfid 
_ verſation, befofe they receive him as their Palthe' 
2. The poſſibility of their erring in Ele&ion, c&1 
not deprive them of their Priviledge. 3. If thiffeq 
ſhould erre -yet their Ele&ing maketh not a; 
 Mantheir Afiniſter, untill he be Ordained, aÞ 
ifthe People have erred, then-the ſiniſters riliſſth; 
forbear Ordination, untill a qualified Perſon! 


Chol 


' 93} 
ofen ; And fo both Hiniſters and: People ie. - 
rye their due Rights : | And whete this is riot 

Y; Serve , it commonly occafioneth-'ari unprofit 

Jble Miniſtry, and Comfottleſs both to Miniltet 

, Þ People. ” Eo 

'6. We cannot be of that Communion whers 

Sc Confeſſion of Faith, and Catechiſays, ate publicki | 

'on all Occaſions ridiculed, an Expoſed to Contth 
ſWoopr; ; Is irto be imagined that your ſelyes would 

Prtently fic and hear,the moſt i important Artieles 
Four Religion,openly vilified :-Andif ye cont 
Þot bear it your ſelves, why ſhould ye expet it 
fns > Who haye Caufe to Praiſe GOD, for fo 
trhodox a ſummary: of the Chriſtian Religion 

is contain'd in theſe Books :* Isitireaſonable t@ 

biok thar by our Preſence and Silence; we ſhould 

Fpear to: approve the condemning the publick 

Fines. of our Religion? Your ſelves being 
5. 

. Weareſo petſwaded af tbe ſoundiefs of che 

d.Arine, contained in our Confeſfion.of Faith, 

id Catechiſms Larger and Shorter, that where- 

| ever thefe are contradited, we-have juſt Cauſe 

d{uſpect the hearing uf unſound Doitrine, and ate 

Fequired by the Word of G O D -notto hear the In 
Wattion that cauſeth to erre fromthe words of Know-- 
ape : We know that the Do&rinal Articles wy ve - 
tburch of Engl. are Sound and we Challeng 


9 Man that dare y , We eyer ſpeak of che bat 
wit 


with a dueregard4- aL #ock tobe 4 ' 
faced. that. dl. who make Profeffion of theſe-A ot 
cles-would faithfully Adhere to them in their Ijin 
&rine. Lia £3.24 "2 fine 

But in the next Place ſome alledge,tha dl * 
' we be nor free to Joyn as fixed Members of if 
Eftabliſhed Church, nor could we be received # 
ſach without Subje&ion to. Epiſcopal Govegpec 
ment, their Diſcipline, and Ceremonies :; \ at. 
why ſhould we be ſo fby as not to hear their Mig | +4 
ſters at any'time we being all of one Faith $ 

| That the Reader may have SatisfaQion. 

: Conſider Firſt that weare not as Scepticks,w| 
Ph eithertheir Religion, or manner of Wor 
$0 ſeek, as:not knowing what Church-Commul 
oh-to chuſe: For-weare both in Judgement, af 
PraRtice eſtabliſhed already,what manner of W&\ 
ſhip we ſhould Adhereto ; And therefore need Ys 
expoſe our felyes as unfixed : Some of your ſel el 
haye reproved ſeverely, thefe who areof itch 
Ears,and the Rebuke is dire&ted to us of this D MN 
ceſs: Weſhall adyertto what he hath ſaid, 'ah+: 
beware of that:Evil, hoping that while we are c < 
tent with hearing of our own,we fhal not be cha 
ed wich chat Guile of ohing for olhers, | 


Beer nnd fora Jngn th Wrortoip dlonocing 
$rHnipte nat oraing rhe. Pin qr thaſp 
ink it Lawfullat-ſometimes, whypor at; other! 
mes... and that (anftan; Commiunion, is dye whers& 
F Fife 'onal Communian: is allowed ;* Burt. another 
great. hgratte er,,jp8;the Defenceof his Anſwers 
& Ho Cale ot Prots ant Diſſetters Rated and fits 
gped.chough-under the covert of anochers Name; 
| * raiſed the Cenfure to ſuch a pitch, that they 
Spear to be Men of flexible and. profligat-Canſoieh» 
& whoar {ametimes,> Joyn in Worſhip with xhe 
I abliſhed. Churgh,. mor Reſolving. ts Continue 
flow. then'can,yau 5 adviſe us to Oceans! Carty 
Sunion? If ic ber ngt for this Reaſon, thatyou 
Say take Occaſion to Reproagh us, 45 Hen of B9 
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i =o whe: +06: ga me Ferurn with he hay 


— cab 97 6 rn at as time; ro: ot? Us, it = 


Ae otheryiſewe are but- agen of a profili- - 
$a: Confcience ? Jt would hereby appear thas you 


Scfire none of us 39; come near.you, and diſghgrge . 


$520 Joyn in-your, Worſhip, as we would-nort be || 
Srigmarized the next day for profligar Perſons, || 
Bi-.3, Whereas, it's ſaid -we are of. one -Faith;-igs 
ied this 1s acknowledged, and long way .itbe ſo: || 
ws ſome: Qbſerye thar this is. rargly Confellee, 
A: QO: SE oncepe - 


\& 96. Y S ___ 2s, | q 
nindro itn ove it for an 1» T 


I ware chereb5'Y 
to Conforr c rity; and WAfufly Obſtinat i th! 
FOR itz AS"IÞ ue: being of ono Faith,” engagy F 
is t& atiy* tHanher of worthip you' kequire' Eh, 
 #anded:of *GOD'v or: © Bur-it "rridy be inferfY 
with: preatet! Reaſon, fince we'are of the*ſ 
Faith, therefore you hotli'mikethe Door A 
tent; and admit: ns freely, andinot'to caſt the falf 
bling Blotks- 6f unfrofirable: Ceremonies ta"t /f 4 
Way: Which your Selves:Krio# arid'Confeſs fi 
be-hid'afide' withowr' Srv; Butfuch-as we canit 
_ Comply with wahdur Sin, yet y0u' will not 
with one of theſe-uſeleſs Certmokies, if we ſoil 
mh . never comenearer you. * 5 
B 2 'Butin thelaft Place chat Whit irarged as mp 
1 plaofible (whe it' appears *we <annor: be fix 
embers of your: Communier, arid are nor pla 
ed,' but rather angryat Occaſions! Communis 6 | 
That atleaſt when'People want Miniſters of t 
Own, -as many: of them do ofren'wanr, why lo 
| they thengo to. the' Pariſh Church; why do 4 
your Miniſters poſitively declare therr Opin 4 
© 2 For Anſwer to this; Conſider," CY 
0-1 Firſt; 'T hatit is the AMi&i60'sf" "many. Feare 2 
of GOD. to:want' the Benefifof Fablick:GoſP 5 @ 
'Ordinances every E6rds Day, we lay It's ch 
AfuBlion,. but candot ſoe eafily grant thar it i is 
Stn, when their circumſtintiaFCaſt'is ſath}} 
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cir Conſeience: bv-foynine in: ARsbf Worlhif 

Wpcr-Conſcience, by Joyring 11/ARSDEW ori, 
Ahbichthey canar firidte be approved of GOD; 
oÞ hey dare noraWFas joint W ovfl ippers, ir thete 
ety Acts,; Ifftebey: nor only pattuke of. :orher 
gens Sins, bur beaRive 1n:finning thenſdalvent 
+ Sch\.as are 1nthisCaleare rather. bo vf — 
Mpr/ured, Biſhop Stllmg fleet hath the e remaeD- 
le words in his Irenic. page 119 13.65: Let-94en 
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rffo-9z' from: the; Charctrof Ronie Jawfali;ibidage She 
bg (dnp lawfull Things, 4s (ondaionsof Her, Cont 


Stor; It with: ba pdeved Law fat; 01 26: Confomis 


:8Þþ any. ſa ſpetied; 06 ofhlaig full: Poatiece; required 
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tier: fie: 2 parredbe after Seriqus and: Sober Bnjk 
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Sraa:bur-this?Li befry allowed :Þythis Learned 
Sſhop:rro! forbearany: Szfpetted >: r.\Unlawfoll 
FFavice,. chough- required by. a: Church-Gover. 


Hour. j And then'yolt will be more ſparing-in Col 


mn k = 


;Frear Care itiis:to-have their Confcience con) 
| urch-Governours require, "when ft 'i6 bur Swſe 
$174 to be: Unlawtull -: For whilethey:are under 
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Femnning the Praftice of ſober Chriſtians, whoſt Wi 
J.ol8ed 'and ſatisfied: before they praftiſe that whith . ||| 


Wis. Suſpicion ,they cannot'aCt tn Faithibut:doubt - * MM 
30 ly, and {o-Defile-their Conſcience And thee j 


3 Con- 
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KGentence hl MT, > enDefiled, 68þ 
DeaAil! panes dnly ſaſpe&ted,' bury 
_ danttly knit 49;he Unlawful, becauſe deftid qr 
a)bthe. Command of GOD-: FÞ - Memorable: 15-11 4 . i 
Saping ofthe Learned and Componare Biſkia 
of Herefords Loudl-m the Worſhip of GOD asdfe 
a4 which wu Willtlls 7615 cet to hs Deus! 
Gaoaneſs, .: > (0 IV. F\ $e 
TOA Confider that this Loſsby: the: want.of Pu 
yfick Ordinances on the LORDS; i Day; .oB6 w! L 
_ avef Guiltivinit; is Imputable:ro Thofewhon 
Sat the People by Suſull Impoſtions;: For:Wex) F: 
teinly know thatmany of-them Languiſh, Trig 
4og:for Appearing. baſote GOD. inthe Afſemblk 
of his People;:t0 ſee: His: Power, and: Glareh 
they. bayeſcenHim in his SanQuary; andiw 
Gang of them have. gone to;the-Pariſh Char che 
ing they .couldnotLivelh Comfort. wich 
the Pablick Worlhip of GOD:':: Yer hayereturſi 
td with DifquierofC Conſcience, hogreny = | 
ſono'more, ; but: rather-ta;Change the' Plat 
th6ir .Abode,: for Goſpel-Purity. And if 7 Fe 
Gould Object: that many: Presbyterians. of -tiſit 
Countrey, have.Remoyed to other Places of 4 
Nation, where there were no Miniſters of-thill 
own Perſwaſion :- Yet it's apparent to the Workh 
thar as they Remoyed in Hope to have Ainiſhi 
wherethey were going, ſo. they haye-beenarti 
able Pains. , to Procure that 'Benefight 
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tbcreinto GC OD hath graited:Surtitls.. -:* 
23=.We Deny that-it is' the Daty of Aſfiniſtery, 
gHperiwade PeopletoPartake in fuch Worſhip, 
th-is contrary to their Conſciences :: Let every 
kan be perſwaded in his own Mind, isthe Apos 
d$es:Rule; And theres nothing wherein this is 
wore Neceſſary;::then that a 44an- be perſwaded 
pe Worſhip he offererh, is Apptoved of GOD; 
weſt;he: be found: offering ſtrange Frre untothe 
$& RD: If theipScrupleswereTgnorans, and 
Io caſonable,. then there were Reaſon for Adviſe 
;:chem:not to-Indulge-ſuch Scruples.: But when 
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Te 
lteafoks as their Afinifters know roberfolide, can 
x $3.{erious Chtiftianthink it AdvifaBle, thar Afi 
wSiters ſhould perſwade ſuch Chriſtians to at cor» 
irs to.their Light; :and take a cmndenmmmg (onſcr- 
gt tothe PariſChurch > Would:yow be ſo dealt 
ith your. Selves,: if you Were: intheir Circutat. 
aces?! And if you till ſay that all theſe Seruples 
Se butyain and frizulous;Imaginations : Be ples 
$d:to:take Noticeoft he Words s6fDoRot Tayloz 
Wc Biſkop:of: Down'and Comnar-in his Caſes'of 
onſciencepag©zyo, -4 Symbilical Rne of hunant 
aevertion; to-ſiznifie;: what it does not Effett, and then © 
Wtrodiced mio the ſolemn Servive of Gods ſo like theft. 
un Sragmations and Repreſentations forbidden in the 
WMcond Commandment ;. Thet the very Suſpicion Tn nmiore 
Wf4inſ Edificaton,then their Uſe can pretend to, Theſe 


are. 


oy give Realordsfortheir Forbearing;: and ſuch 
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We - hi Words; whom ſome cilledthe Siork l 


I{... - the Churchiof Iretand,decliring:thar Riredof 
__ marie Invention-ſhould norbe: 1 Mar opt inroÞ Y 
_  folemn Service of GOD: Why thenare our E 
ple blamed for: being: of his Mind? And abft 
ing from ſach Kites. &* Hamane Invention Tne&; 
| Service of GOD. and that in regard to the ſend, 
Command,  asthe Learned Biſhopſuggeſtecl, of 
_ 2:14. Few of our-Peopleinthis Countrey;:lafl 
very far: (as ſome by miſtake give — 
_ Miniſters, and. planted: 'Congregations of- 
_ own Perfwaſioh ; 5 Buteither on:6ne hand: odd 
_ her; theyare within a few. Miles .of chenig ve 
whom they.can freely Partake. in the . Pobliy I 
74 orſhip of. GOD, and dot ke Pains to. Twvay 
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5 forit. FS ? elit. © We Th ne OT MA. < «JF Y 
: GnchGougrigetionrgs pet; want. 2/inifh 
: of their own Principles, arefrequently vikcodd 
 EQRDS: Da ys by Neighþduring; Miniſtegs 5: 

| that ſuch as:'edbnort go. fat: Abraqad are. thendeh | 
plied: Thisour Ain ers make :Conſcience 


_ ««tbey ate Able, : an y. the good 'Handof:d 
GON up on Us, .many of;onr-Congregativds þ 
anbGrned with.Minifters of their own; anti 

hoped theſe Few wha yet-want;. will ſoon-be-pall 
vided, GOD continuinghis. Afercies with Us 

:6..Jf it were ſo as ſome by. Miſ.informati 
p< the.Account, that ſo-great Numbers of Pl 
- hayg no Publick Worſhip on the LOR 
Daj 


F 10t 


Ftheſc are* in their Principles. ahd' whata vain 
c : 5 Wh itis, to think of forcmg all theſe Chriſti- 
Tſe intoa Conformity againſt their Principles, 
i Fo ſuffered Perſecution many Years for their 
" $6956 and by the Grace of GOD, yet- Re- 
Mlved ro Suffer more, if He pleaſe to make it 
9 Jeir Lot; And rather then relinquiſh it wait pa- 
S::ly, untill GOD provide for them, Ifany 
$ that by this means aSchiſm is {511 continued 
. the Church, we ſhall Apſwer in-the Words of 
Whe'w hom no man will ſuſpeR a Friend to Diſſen= 
a Arch-Biſhop Land apcinſt Fiſher as quoted by 
. b&or Sullm; fleet in his Rationa] Account page 
WW'4. For 4 Schrſm muſt needs be theirs, whoſe the 


& RIST, ever arainſt him that gives the Offence, not 
$17 him that takes it ever, And the Learned 
F:7e5 Miſcelan, page2 18. Whereſocver falſe or (uſe 


11 
ol 
J. he that ſeparates is not the Schiſmatick, - 

Þ 7. Some of the Pariſh- Churches want Preachs 
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Fenced for many Days together, and not ſo "_ 
T Vificed by their Neighbour eAtiniſters, ' 


tx-ſhoutd our 'People-Joyn in'your manner of 
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bY 


ay 


is 


73 "Then it meriteth Confid eration; how fix 


Te of t 1s, the Woe runs full out o f the e Month of 


ted Opinions are made a Piece of the C burch Litut- 
> on the LORDS-Day, and ſome of them have 


b4''d 3 nocallow them ro hear our cMiniſters, 
Jen they want of their own': For what Reaſon © 


Mhip," more liam your People i In-ours ? Sure. 
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- OR { 192 -) 1 
ye ſetup, and keep up many mge Crofy: Bagfſpt 
Impede our Way to you, then we do Impede yinc 
Way tous ; For you ſhall not be Troubled. wſþr 
any Part of Worſhip, but ſuch as we ſhall PMf« 
you to the Places of Scripture whereit isAppg | 
ted; If ye could do fo to us, we ſhould not b&7 
big = 
8, Yer the Publick VVorſhip of GOP ighe: 
v1 cata Duty,and ſo much for his Glory on Eax a\ 
that nothing leſs,then a rational Fear of Sinnit 
.or ſome other invincible Impediment.can E# 
ner Us from Guilt if it be omitted : And thefi 
fore if it ſhould ſo fall out, that ſome Chriſtiſo 
were called to Liye far from any CongregatF| 
of their own Principles, rather then that thi 
 ſhouldbe alwayes without Publick VVorſhip,þ 
.could not Offend at their Hearing of the -Gol$ 
of CHRIST preached, . providing firſt that.rÞ 
know the eMiniſter to be Orthodox whom eli 
are to hear,or haye probable Gronnds ſoa jug 
of him. And next that they Joyn not in any Þ 
of VVorſhip, which wanteth Inſtitution fr" 
CHRIST-; All Knowing and Unbyaſſeq « MS 
will judge theſe two'Proviſos neceſſary and 
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Hciently modeſt. : 1:4" Dl 
. Obje.- Ye appear to be againſt all Accatnf 
digjos withue. © 

wk  Accommadation, that. yemay Live-jn Cong 
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ad Foie bling obfhed - follow Peace and Ho- 
wlacls with all Men, and moſt pleaſant forBre- 
when to dwell together in Unity, no Hamer, no 
>Forldly uterefts, nowain Glory ; Should obſtru& 

> but when Obedience to GOP, and Peace with 

bg Hen come in Competition, then every Chriſtt- 

Jn ought, andevery true Chriſtian . will think 0- 
iggedience to GOD, mult caſt the Ballance, and 
fave the Preference; os 
ig 2. Yetſofarasweare Agreed, aud ſo far as we 
Egave Attained let ns Walk by the ſame Rule, and 
give in Charity one with another, for Men can- 
tigot make their own Judgertnent to be what they 
tFleaſe, much leſs to-be what other Men Pleaſe., 
thi. 3. We defire to know what is meant by Ac- 
, Jommodation > If ir be that we ſhall intirely off- 
{$80d, comeover to you, be onr Exceptions what 
tÞey will; If ſo it's hard Meaſure, that we muſt 

ac of your Judgement, be our own whatit will, 
ir AQ againſt our Judgement which is the ſame 


Sr Worfe: Sure ye ſhould haye but a comfortleſs 
rFurchaſe, though ye had Thouſands of us among. 
Fou,. Acting againſt our Light and Conſcience, © 

That Comfort could, you have in us, orwe in you? 
MF hat Pleaſure could it be to ſee Men ruaning. 

4 + emſeclyes by Cl Self-condemning-conſcience Fl 
bis wauld make both you, and them Guilcy.be- 
Fre. GOD ; You for Driving, and they for Zeild- || 
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Sig; But if by Accommodation-you thean, 


a "nc 
weſhonl] meettogether as/near as we can, yh 
'Yetlding what you fafely may, and we doing &, 
Hke: Accommodation on theſe Terms were triſfe 
"Chriſtian, rake ye ſuch ſtumbling Blocks out 
'our Way, as ſafely ye may, without SinningH 

gainſt GOD; Do what you may do Lawfully 

_ *putus out of Danger of Sinning 'by our Complie 
ance, and by the Grace of GO D nothing ſhi 
keep us from you, And if ye could fuffer free AF] 
monition and Warning we would plainly in Loy, 
without Gall let you know our moſt intime Sghj 
timents of your Way, that. you can never be af 
to give an Account to GOD, for cauſing ſuch, 
Rent in bis Church, by imperious maintainigh 

"of theſe Things your Selyes call Indifferent, bþ 

' 'ing no way Neceſſary but as you are pleaſed; 
TImpoſe them, and bind them - as heavy Burde 7: 
on the Backs of others; without any Comma, 
of Chriſt, which hath occaſioned the Woundic 
of many Conſciences, great Perſecutions,and th, 
Ruin of many Families as to their external Cond 
tion, bitter Contentions and Heats among th 
who ſhould Live together in Love as Children 1 
one Father, and as Members of that one Bodyſh 

Wil CHRIST, mutually affiſting one another, enj; 

Will ng the Fruits of our Saviours Interceffion, ri 

Wil Wwe may be madeone; you haye alfo by theſe}: 


—_ 
»” 
& J 
_ 
+ . 
X 
1 % 
- 
= 
=» 
© 4 
- 
= 
* 
: y 
4 = 
-) 
4 : 5 
| 
| 
j 
i ; I 
" 
; 
F 
£ 
: 
4 
{ 
4g 7 
® 
0 
» 
\ 
ra 
x, 
', 
. 
” 1 
M1 
* 
*1 
” 
FT 
o 
zo 
« ? 
i 
. 
4 
? * 
? 
i 
* 
. 
\ # 
, 
? 
"WF -. 
” 
4 
[0 
4 
i & 
on 
pd 
[1 
[1] 
z 
» 
I', 
[| 
4 
4; F 
—_ 
Þ 
a! - 
. . of 
TR. 
TRE 
1 ” 
fy 
I; 7 
; 
þ ! 
; 2 
7 
i Y 
'F: n 
jF 3 
(4 Þ 
os - 
- 
it, 
4 : 
'® | oy 
3 d 
; 1 
? 
i Df 
i: 38 
'Þ 
| $ 
'+ '{£ 
x * 
i is | 
4 
it $3 
, v1 
$1 25 
33 2 - 
: 8 
"i 
i f 
of 
7 1 
(oF 
x { E 
bl 
ys (4 
64 
- 
—_— = . 
78+ : 
{4 
ie +3 . 
) © 
| 18 
{ be] 


"T | - 
's 5% 
1 
\ 
F ” 
\t3 | 
is 
15 
{1 
i 
i 
$90 
z5 | 
* 13 
'F. 
18 
; % 
| [ 
&- 
(3 
fy 7 
jt 
(s |0 
; T2 
} . 
{1 
3 
' 
- 


( 165 'Y 


f de, mivaniatie, and 2-berfary Japoſitl- | "I 


Ns caſt ourmany faithful Labourers from+theit 
2 ork, 1n the LORD. 3- Vineyard who were if 
Tiieir. Day ,” and afterwards might have been a 
utYleffingito many Souls: Guilt af this Nature draw- 

Shth deep,” and as ye defirea comforrable Appear- 
Y Þce before the Lord Jcſas Chrifſt;the great Shep- 
pyerd of the-Flock, and the Appointed Judge of 


i I, as ye defire to be free of the Accuſations, of: 


Fhouſands and Millions againſt you in the great 


. Day of GOD, as ye deſire to finiſlr your Cuurle 


»Sith Joy, and to enter in to your LORDS Joy : 
aTonfider your Ways, and he not ſo Tenacious of 
s our own Traditions, Cuſtoms and Inventions; 


"ht to ſcatter the Flock of CHRIST, : and: Rule. 


mem with Force and: Cruelty becaufe they witk 
ot Obey yoq in theſe things, that CHRIST. ne- 
Fer commanded you to require of thein ; Rememn= 


ater that the Miniſters Commiſfion'is to: Teach 


Ken ro Obſerve whatſoever He hath command. 
L 24 ſtand by your Commiſſion,as ye hope to ſtand 


n Judgement, when ye e muſt give. an: Account of FF 


Hour Stewardſhip. 


| It ſhall not be Tedious to Trov(aribe thi Ex ; 


Wilen: Diſcourſe of the above-mentiond - Bifbop 
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-. My Ret end-Fpbirr and Pudges of the Chu] 
#: with St. Paul Col, 3, Beſeech you put os Fathayn 
Bowels of «Mercy, Kindneſs, humbleneſs of e Af iniſon 
Meekneſs, Long-ſuſſermy toward your poor weak. Cjet 
aren; And ſo long 4s they hold faſt the Body of Chriſt T 
uat ſo Rigorens with thens for Shadows; If they ſubueu 
_ to you 1 Subſtance, have Patience tho' they do not Sulybi 
wit to z0u 1 Ceremonies, and give me leave to tell off 
py poor Opinion this violent preſſmg of Ceremonies,b AC 

# humbly Conceive, been a great hmderance from EMps 
#racing them; Men fearmg your Intentions to be fiſe 

Worſe, than really they are, and therefore abhor theft 
<And Page 11. This force urging Unformity in Woh 
ſoip, hath cauſed Great Divifion im Faith, as well fc 
Charity : For had yow by Aboliſhing ſame (eremoniel{| 
taken the weak Brethres into your Charch, they hd VE 
wot Wandred about a fter ſeducing Teachers, nor fall 


Wo - 2:10 ſo mgny Groſs Opinions of their own---- Now 1 


Wl Mech jouin the Fear of GOD, ſet before your Eyes th 
ul  Dreadfull Day of Pudrrmont, when Chriſt m his TN 

 &nnal of Fuſtice,, ſhall reqaire an Account of tueſi 
Word and Deva, evd ſhall thus Pueſtion 08 < HF 
are ſeurral Souls who taking Offence at. zour Ceremony 
eeve forſaken my Church, have farſakgn the Faith 
ewe #11 into Hell ; Why have ye ſuffered this ? NN, 
why have you occaſioned this? Will ye Anſwer « wh 


7 
. 
6 
Y 3 
x » 


Wl. - #867197, 4re your (ceremonies mare Dear unto you thai 
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Wee Sovls? Who 'S. required theſe Things at your = 
nds > Will you far (eremonies which you jour ſelves, 
illfonfeſs to be Indifferent, no way Neceſſarie unto Sal 
Mibation, ſuffer jour weak Brethren to Periſh-for whaw 
FE Deed? Have: not 1 ſhewed you how: David and hes 
out diers, were Guiltlefs im eating the Shew-Bread, 
Alhbich was not Lawfull, but oxlie for the Prieſhto eat'® 
Wl David a:ſpenſed with a Ceremonie commanatd br 
0D, to ſatisfie the hunger of his People,” will nas 
ps Diſpenſe with your own Ceremonies, te ſatis fie the 

Youls of my People, who are called by my Name, ank 
aro feſs my Name tho in weakneſs? .' Or will Tauteh 
of oroſt they ought to Suffer, for their own Wil fulneſs and 
' Merverſneſs, who will not Submit to the Laws of the 
eQ rirch as they ought > Wal not Chriſt vetarn, fhall 

$7 Periſh for tranſpreſſing Your humane Laws ,which, 
ie) 32wranthe conclude Erroneous, and ſball not Tow 
APeriſh, for tranfpreſſmng my Divine Laws? - Which 
ou hnow to be Good ard Holied Had I' EMercie on 

Won, ard ſrenld not Teu have Merci on 10ur Fel. 
Sw-Servants > With the ſame meaſpre Tou have mite 
eqn, tt ſhall be meaſured unto You again : T tremble ta 

ho farther, but maſt hamblie befeech Tow for Chriſty 

Wake endeavour to regainthefe fireyed Sheep, far which 
fe ſped his Precious Blood ; ev And think u as great an 
Shtavirtage, as great an Honour to Ton, as it was'tls Þ| 
iS. Paul ts become all thing, to all Men that Youmay _ 
$5 ain [022,h5 doriwiteſs You will manie, though natall; Þ 
_— end 
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Aid the feip'Standev3 off will L the more Convinel* 
|  anll at longrmitiins eavied out and Gained alſo. The 
_ © arethe wyrds of that Worthy and. Compaſſi»naſ 
Biſhop, which the Impoſers of Ceremonies ſhoul 
ferioufly advertto | © + 
We ſhall add but ane Teſtimony more of th 
 Celebrious Biſhop Davenart on Col. 2. 20, 1 
You b3'fret from the Rites that GO D did Preſcribe,tht 
are You free from the Traditions of Men; It u amd 
wicked thur) they ſhauld [mpoſe ths Yoke upon Lok 
and You are maſt Fooliſh to Submit Your Necks to ill 
'For GOD wonld not have Aboliſhed the Ceremonil- 
Law lnſtunted by himſelf, that a New One may 
—__—— Ca 
_- This Argument taken from-GODS Aboliſhing 
the Ceremonial Law, - and ſuggeſted by this lear| 
ned Biſhop againſt the making of New Ceremi 
nies by en, appeareth to us Unanſwerable 
Wherefore not doubting but many of your Co 
munion aretruly- Conſcientious, and ſome of yol 
wearied of theſe Ceremonies, openly Wiſhing 
their Abvlition; We are not altogether our' ol 
Hope, but that God in his Mercy will yet impreſ 
your Minds, with the Daty of doing, what yo! 
fafely may for his Churches- Unity and Peace 
. Which isall we deſire, and would be your ow! 
wilt Peace in theend : And tho very large Conceſfio 
Wk Frye been already made on the Diſſenters Parc if 
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2 ( 109 ) 
0] DHcder to Accomodation and Reje 
16d fhalnot makeus Ceaſe,to Pray that 
__ the Father of Mercies would 

ull give us one Heart and 


one Way. 
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